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| COTELTIToTe 
-PRUD E NTIAL 
REFLECTIONS: 


I. CE io} 
F all. Maſters, Experience I 1s 
the moſt expert"in'teatHing 


us-to become wilt'ahd*P 

. dent. - Nor does it'coſt a may' a 

{ pains to acquire that precious'qua 
if he does but reflec ol the mort | 
1+ tunes of others ,” fince- it " is/ho' hard 
{ matter for him'to/learn' Witt theft - 
{ colt. He -who can- ſcaſoniably Hike 
his advantage of Occafion, has attaih'd- 
| the perfea knowledge of the' ufe 'of 
things- That - diſcovers to 'us''the 
difference there /is. between wile..} 
man, and him who 1s not'{tich?” The 
former perceives itat a great diſtance, 
and with conltancy expeQs, that he 
may not let it ſlipz: the'other 'ſees it 
| Ot , 25 they oe he 'by the back» 
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"Prudential 


——_ 


TI. 


le'greateſt art of Prudence does 
not confift ſo much in minding 
the = as in well conlidering the 


future. :, Jt is commonly fajd of a ſort 
gipropke who take upon them to 


el things to come , that their 


eyes.2re {o. piercing , as to fee even | 


through Stone-walls , nay what .is 
under ground : but it is certain, that 
a.man truly-wiſe and prudent, does, 
with the lights of his mind, diſcover 
what may, be moſt conceal'd in the 
tnaes yet to come. He never lets ſlip 
the xemembrance of things paſt 3, he 
brugaly husbands the preſent time, 
without, any diſquiet provides 

fax the-future. 
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" E who would arrive-to the 
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Reflections, 3 } 
FJ Prudence with the aſſiſtance of any 
I Maſter beſides himfelf , muſt always 
{ accuſe himſelf, and diligently exa». 
{ mine,: whether he be not chargeable 
with the ſame faults which he con» 
demns in others. A man becomes 
| in a ſhort time Maſter of himſelf, 
when he makes uſe of othcr mens 
imperfe&ions, as. an. impartial mite 
rour, to diſcover his owns 
| I'V. 
| Eaſon ought to iſluminate all 
| our actions» We ſhould. not 
{ do that which is good purely: out of 
inclination , nor :yet puniſh out of 
paſlion. Never give order for the 
chaſtiling of any one, while you are 
angry 3 nor bethink your ſelf of res 
warding, while you are tranſported 
with joy- Not but that you may 
| conceive a pleaſure m obliging z but 
it is not any way requiſite, that joy 
| andplcaſure ſhould be the diftributors 
[of benefits, 
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N Ot forely too much on Fortune, | 
and: always to' conſult Pru- 
dence, 'isa ſecureway for a man-to - 
facceſsfulin what he undertakes, | 

arguesa greater ability of parts not * 
prove ſucceſsful with good advice, 
than for a man to compals his des 


_ with temerity. 
& o«;h 


VI. , 
(rg is but the key of Prudence. | 

*He-who conimunicates his ſecretsy -V 
to one ſingle perſon, ' has no reaſon to 1 
complain of all rhe worlds knowing | 
of them: ; If-you are deſirous thata j ?: 
thing ſhould not. be known to many, | 'Y 
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{ diſcoverit not toany one. To little | Y 


rpoſe does a man confide in his} \ 


V 11. 


eftccnrs 3 and a wile man” does 
= __ a ſtronger | ſctclement of his 
C f repute, 


\your ſuſpicion, will be 
- paſs fora truth what'you' haply | hat 
-notyee-throughly imagin'd, | | 


Reflections. "I 


repute. Men run ,ne hazard, and 
ſometimes gain much, when they are 
cautelous and reſerv "4 in ſpeaking”: 
but!'it 1s ever! dangerous ; to (peak 
-muchzand the moſt accompliſh'd per- 
ſon iri the world makes/an abatement 
of i his repiſfation, by-an? oyer-flug of ; 
difcoutle, * ICS ON) 4) | 
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F oh ſhould never ſay any thing : 
to others,” but what you are 
very well affur*d of your felt : toy if 
it' be a thing wherein'a Grandee,, or * 
ſome' other rich and powerful perſon _ 
is concern'd, queſtion not but whit: 


you-have told another; as a ſecret -, 


will be immediately known? They. 47 
who make it their work to humour {| } 
the great and the wealthy, read even / Þ 


: the thoughts of other men 3 and ſhe 


to'whorm you thave: on By ton 
nare to ma 
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 Puiidential 


TT is a fortuvate faylt, nay indeed 

of very ues advantage, to ſpeak 
commendably of all ſorts of perſons. 
There is not ſo much reaſon to call 
thoſe flatterers, who commend not 
only the rich and the great, but alſo 


ſpeak well of the abfent, and of ſuch: 


as arc in miſery and affliction. . 


X- 
A Man gains the eſteem of all 
people,when he wiſely governs 
His Tongue 3 and he will reap this 
advantage thereby, that no body will 
be apt to ſpeak evil of him, who 
Speaks well ofall ſorts of perſons, 
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"Her are ſome perſons, who, out 
of Prudence , are very dcfirous 
to {cem well-latisfy'd, though they 
are not. zcally ſo. By:thatartifige 
they. ingratiate. thewybives 
wil 


would 
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| Beflections.. 7M 
with thoſt on whom they have a de> | 
pendance, giving their approbation, - 
with a thouſand Elogies,to whatever _ 
thoſe perſons cheriſh. Yet after all, - | 
a man is no loſer by expreſſing his. 
reſpeRs for that which another high- 
ly efteems 3 and it is lefs dangerous to * | 
commend- the furniture of a man's: 
Houſe, andthe raritics of his Cloſet, 1 
than to ſpeak well of his perfon,when'® | 
there is no occaſion for it. 4 


| XIE b 

_ Man accuſes himſelf too haſtily, | 

| when he is -over-forward to * | 
make ſatisfation. It argues impru=" ; 
dence in any one to condemn himfelf, -: 
while there appears: no body againſt | | 
him 3 it is then timely enough: to ©! 
anſwer, and'to alledge ones reaſons, -- 
when he himſelf is examin'd,' and | 
others would be inform'd of the thing --; 
in debate, If you conceive the com: 
plaint which is to be made, to beof 
ſome importance, Prudence requires * 


B + fy that- : 


| PU udential 

- that. you: ſhould prevent the conſe- 
quences, and that.by the moſt plauſi- 
ble excuſcs you have, ſatisfie, if poſſi- 
ble,., the perſon who thinks himſelf 
diſoblig'd. But if you .are  aſſur'd., 
that there is no cauſe of complaining 
of you, do not. ſo much. as think of 
juſtifying,your,ſelf;for. that were to 
give greater weight .and force to the 
xomplaint, which they ſcem defixous 
30 frame againſt you. 


X 111. 


PT "Is. better to | receive an» injury , 
.. L than to hear a flattery with 


7” - pleaſure. Nay, 1 maintain, that it 


15 not poſlible tor onc man to outrage 
"another more cruelly, than by beguil- 
ing him,. and ſh<wing a d: fire. to de- 
prive: him. of his judgment. Shut 
your ; ears cqually.,agaimſt flatterers 
who exceſſively commend, and detra- 
'- Qors who, xevile others, without any 
"cauſe... 
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Refecions, 
Xt V. 


| T2 powerful man ſhall Gay 
VV - any thmg to-you that is harſh - 


and: difobliging , difcover- not your 
| reſcntment thereof; but be perſwaded | 
on the contrary; that he has 'done 
you a pleaſure, and that'it-is a favour . 
you have receiv*d from hnn-It:ſhould 
ſeem that the words of fuch :perſons - 
have a priviledge , and a particular 
character, which thoſe of other men ' 
have not. Hope not therefore ever 
to get any'latisfaction of them, + Niy 
I thould not-adviſe' you'to (take it., 
though you might cafily doſo.iSuffer 
him therefore to ſpeaktreely;in'whoſe 
power it. is to; make you-a partaket 
of his favours, and of whom you may 
one time or _ _ in need, ---: : 
; | LIL Sd 14k OV of 

op, XV. 2.1 _—_ 15 1T8 

qu lereis: nating more-oppoſite tb 
true Prudence, than: that ' Ma+ 
Xime of State, 'which.direQs ys to:do ' 
By evi} 
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4% _Pyudential 


My meaning 1s, that. that perſon-has l 


he will be ina capacity to injure you: } 


evil to thoſe of whom we have 
zeceiv'd any, fo to frighten others, | 


and to make them know by cxpe- | 


ricnce, that they ſhall not be more. :} 
gently treated, if they attack us, Thus , 
3s it that a man-hides his paſſion un» | 
der the Veil of Prudence, It is much .} 
More eaſie, to acquire; many friends 
by meckneſs and an obſcryance of ge. | 
corgm , than .to preſexve ſome. by 
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XVYL. 
T is a moſt. dangerous thing to be. 
- unwilling.. to pardon. Deſpair . 
makes men attempt -firange things. - 


= ON 


but 'lightly offended-you 3 but: if; he 
amuaſt be your irreconcileable enemy,. 
and that his malice. muſt lafi always , 


much, and in timehe. will draw.-in. | 
divers others to. afiii :him- it the 

revenge he. intends to take.: *Tis a | 
vaze. light. to {ce that pan. cbang'd | 


whom... 
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! that he had been injurious to others, . | 


whom paflion had put beſides Himſelf, 
who is not afraid of any thing, and 
hearkens not either to his friends, or - 
the devoir incumbent on hims:: 


'7 Ow have no ground at all to * 
complain of the wrong which + | 

ſome man has done you, fince you - 
put your confidence in him; knowing -. | 


and had deceived them. You Have 
but too much cauſe to be diſtruſttul 
of him after that experience yct do 
ſo without his perceiving of it. 


XVIIKk' 

BR not your (elf that people 
ſpeak ſincerely , when they lay 

che moft obliging things in the 
world of you 5 it ſuffices ; # you be- 
lieve it when they come to the cifeds 
of thoſe ſayings. We finde many 
perſons who ſpeak no ill of ariy one, 
and yet thcy do no good to afy body. 
» 4.5.4 ME 8 ” MRM A 
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B- Puidentſal 
A- man, ſhould endeayour to gueſs 
Sightly of the flatteries, which ought 
to make an experience for the future, 
and not give them-credit- but anſwe- 
zably to the effect, wherewith we ſaw 
them attendcd at fri}. 
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| XIX. 

Tis certainly a dangerous thing to | 
- offend a man of eminent quality, 
and one who has. an. advantage over 
you's yet is there more danger to - 
Have any diff:.rence with his real 
friend z inaſmuch as he thinks his re< 
Putation wounded , when any , one 
has a pique againſt him, whoſe br:aſt | 
he makes the; treaſury of all his ſe-_ 
crets3 .and- therefore _ it, will. be-:a 
"greater trouble to him to forget that 
-Injury, than it would be, if he were 
attack'd in his own pexſon. A, ge- 
'neronus man 3s ordinarily fſatisfy'd;, 
'when he ſces himlelt in a capacity to 
chaſtiſe the perſon.; who had injur'd 
*hzm.5 but it is not an caſie matter La 
RES 1 hum. 
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him to oive a check to his reſentment, 
when he reflc&&on the obligation he 
has to revenge. his. triend.: - He may 
haply concevey that it argues a cer 
tain meanneſs of ſpirit ;. or .at leaſt 


ſome weakneſs. in. him. to revenge '' | 


himſelf. 3: but he: thinks that as. well 
his honour as his duty engage him to 


take (atisfa tion for the aftront done 
_ friend. . 


3, X X. | j 

T <oſts: a man dear to affront a per 
ſon of high rank. All the ſabmiſ> 
ſions in the world; and the moſt real 
Aervicesene-can do, 1:Will not be able 
ſometimes to daſh out of his mind the 
x<membrance of. the !injury . he hath 
receiv'd. - No. man but looks' upon 
Honour as a thing of right: belonging 
to him, and-accordingly muſt have-a 
great averſion for cantempe. ., In tine; 
It is manifeſt;that,a man is;more trous 
bled.to ſee himlelf Neightted;: than he 
1s tranſported with joy .when-he res 
Faves.the greateli honours, .. XXL 
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he Pudental 


XXL 


"He great Maſter-piece of humane |} 


| 


and men cannot atrive to a real great- - 
neſs of mind , but by extraordinary | 
ſufferings. There is not requir'd (o | 


| lite conſiſts in the ſupporting of 
the evils that happen. Patience is the 
moſt folid ground-work of Vertue, 


much courage to attack a dreadful 
enemy, as to endure a change of For- 


tune,or ſome other diſaſtrous accident: 


with patience. 


XXII. 

FT Hey who know how to judge 
- ©. impartially,make perfed& valour 
to conliſt in a (elf-conqueſt, Kings, 

who with powerful Armies gain Bat- 

tels,- and take Cities , are oblig*d for - 
thctr Lawrels to -the gallant perfor- 

mances of.their Captains and Soldiers; 
whereas a'true Herge , who has ma- 

ficr'd his paffions,. is endebted only to 

his own valoux for that glorious 

victory. - nd 
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*"Befiections, | 


XXIIL | 
A Wicked perſon is capable of af- ; 
| A fronting any one but it belongs | 
only to a great-Sonl to ſleight it, and | 
to forbear all diſcovery. of the leaſt re- þ 
ſentment thereof. To do evil to others | 
| 3sthe eaſieſt thing inthe world, but to 
* endure it generouily and wichout 
rePining is the hardclt of any. 


RX'R I V, 
Y Ou add -new-.ſirength to your 


enemy , when you complain of 
him 3 nothing contrzibutes more to 
his ſatisfaRion. nor renders him more 
ſcornful and inſolent, than to ſee that 
{ you are not able to endure the mi(- 
| chief he hath done you. You there- 
by diſcover your weakneſs to him,and . 
ſhew him where you are to be at- 
tack'd another time : ſo that, eo 
| ſpeak properly, you yourſelf are the 
| occaſion of your own trouble. 'A man 
takes a phraſure to leea perſon he has 
Eo hls RT oblig'd 3 - 
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E:- oblig'd 3 but he ever haseither a cons: 
;- tempt or averhon for thoſe whom he 
hath injur'd. . 
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% XX Ve... -::. | 

:Þ :muſt needs:be good :for a-man to \ 

+ be lov'd by all ſorts of people,.but | 
it-is dangerous to have any enemy : do 
thetruly vertuous are fit: for ſociety }**! 
and converſation... But whereas:no- | 
thing is of greater rarity than a faith- | *4 
ful triend, I adviſe you be extreamly | 
diligent in the ſeeking of him.” When fre 
'you have found him, be aſſur'd your -- fat 


happineſs is not ſmall... | - 
; XRVI.. _— 


FI? Here is nothing ſo dangerous as be 
- L:'a miſchievous perſon. who makes | ©2 
ithis ſtudy to conceal his malice : but | 7 
f0.little'purpoſe docs he diſguiſe hime de 
8 £6 time will pull off the mask which | ” 
1 covers him.;; ExpeRtation: hath: its \ 7 
8 fura aftcr teaſon: 5 andywithiai little |} © 
28 Jeifure and paticnce:men difepver:the 
©» Wc 46 Ws 2d Ee g malics.. 
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. Reflections, 7 
malice and artifices, which ſcem*d to - 
be impenetrable by- the muli il;umi- 
nated minds, | 


"XX VAIL 


X..7 Hen you have a defign to 
; ſpeak well of your Friends, 
do it'before all the world; _but if to 
reprove. them, it ſhould; be wn privates 
He who conſcnts-to the difordet-and 
tranſgreſſion of his-ftiend 5 or: 1s {0 
| meanly-ſpirited as not tordivert him 
from. it;becomes; himſelf guilty of the 
ſame fault, The Emperour;Domiraan, 
who ſeem'd ſent into the world .only 
to do all the miſchief he could in it , 
has yet left one” very rational ſaying 
bchind him, and ſuch as is extreamly 
conliderable in -the conduct -ot- life ; 
The ſilence -of gead people gives a confi 
dence to evil ſpeakers. and it is.an 
augmentation of their fury, for .a man 
| 2ot-to trouble himſelf in checking the 
courſe of their malevolence. 
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' Puidential 


XXVIIL. 


w according to the good or bad 


uſe which is made of them. Money 


15 a ſlave when a man knows how to 
employ it ſeaſonably 3-and it becomes: 


Maſter of him who over-minds the 
getting of it, or uſes it not as -he 


ought. You make great purchaſes, 


when you relieve thoſe that are in: 
neceſlity. A merciful man gains more 
by doing good, than thoſe very per- 


ſons on whom his bounties are- bes: 
ſtow'd. 


XXIX 


'F: t happen that one asks any thing 
of you,be not tedious in anſwering} 


' Ahim.. A man is but half-deceiv'd 
+ | when he has a ſudden and peremptory- 


denyal. | 


RRY, 


E cannot ſpeak of riches but | 
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RR 
Denyal is a kinde 'of heart- 
breaking to ſuch as are deſpt- 
cably poor, and have no way to heip 
themſelves 3 but there is no cvil more 


hardly ſupportable than ingratitude. 


XXX1. 


Mp Here is a great reſemblance be« 

tween a liberal perſon, and him 
who ſows in the tield. The Labourer 
caſts his grain at random 3 the winde - 


| carries ſome away and ſhuffics it as it 


lifts: 3 the Birds devour ſome part of 
it, which is conſequently turn'd into 
ordure : | but the other part which 
chanc'd to fall deepenough into the 


| ground, after it has continu'd there a 


while, as it were interr'd, will by 
its appearance glad the Labourer's 
ight, and return. into his Barn with 
Intereſts. 


RRXUl. 
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XX XII. 
T2 O-a!l 'the good''you can while 
Yy 


ou are in favour with F ortune, | 
and you will find the effects of it in 
the time.of adverſity. He to whom | arc 
you..have done any good, when he || de 
expected it not,thinks him(zif doubly fir 
oblig'd. All the world is b:holding ne 
40 _ who. is kinde tothe ___} of 


+ 32 U* E who gives no- body any thing 
I: is Treaſurer to his Heir 3-who, 
2 FX | ;,-after the death- of that Miſer ; will 

+ | 7 .conceal the real j joy of his Soul, under 
| feigned tears and a perſonated prief. 
/ -Theavarice of old men-is a very ordi-f| fo 
nary monſter.in the world 3 but \tof] dc 
ſpcak,:1cxactly of the earneſtnels' off 1o 
;rich perſons to augment their ireve-ſ} lo 
.nue, methinks.it may be: ſaid, that] it 
that very deſire and paſlion is. nothing m 
Elſe, but a kinde of poverty very 
. Tichly furniſh*d. . 
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XXXIV, 


'Eny not that.to others which 

| happ!y-.you will be oblig'd in 

your tun to ask of them and if you 

are wile, ask not that which you have 

deny'd. Do juſtice to him who de- 

fires it of you, and do thole/ a kinde- 

neſs whom.you ſhall think way 
of-1 Ito 


XXXY. 


Othing is more cafily blotted 
, out than a good turn 3 it 18a 
loſs of it, if.a man; do but remember 
it, or repent him(clf that he had done 
it. It argues an exrream imprudence, 
for one to regret the good he has 
done 3 for;by that means he twice 
loſes the thing hehas given : Itisino 
longer his, whenanother hathrreceiv*d 
its and the gitf is loſt again, 'when @ 
man chinks too much upon it. 


XXXVL, * 


122pentiat 


XXXVLI 


T is ever more advantageous to | 
give, than to receive«. When you | 


do good to others, you engage them 


Into your intereſts, and you (cem to 


aſſume to your (elf a ſupremacy over 
them; whereas if you receive any 


; thing of them, you become in a mans 


' ner their Slave. Brag not of having 


oblig'd your Friend 3 *tis an injury to 
him, if you do but ſpeak of it. Leave 
it to him to celebrate your generolityz 
you cannot defire a more remarkable 
teſtimony of his gratitude. 


XXXVILI. 


"Here is no great difference be+ 
tween an ungrateful perſon,and 
bim:[who complains too: opznly that 
he was :deny*'d. the favour he hoped 
for. He is much co blame to call chat 
injuftice, which at moſt amounts but 
to a defe& of liberalityza man who de- 
meains Himſclt ſo, not —— 
whilat 
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what is due upon the {core of juſtice 


from that which is granted out of 
Iliberality,never thinks himſelf oblig'd 
[to gratitude. 


XXXVIIL. 

A Man is not oblig'd to give al- 
{  ways,when he has given oftenz 
nay, it ſeems he ſhould have the pri- 
viledge to deny ſomctimes, eſpecially 
when he has loſt his benefits by obli- 
ging ungrateful perſons: but it is out 
of all doubt, that he who 1s a perpe» 
tual receiver, has not-upon that ſcore 
ever the more right toask. 


XRRXIR 


I isa very common thing 
amongſt men. It ſeldom happens 
that the remembrance of a good turn 
laſts looger than a day. The greats, 
neſs of a benefit is ealaly blotted out 
by the greatneſs of an injury 3 and 
there is {ſo much corruption amongſt 
men, that they. think not themlelveg 

oblig'd 
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perſon's proſperity and advancement, 


© procuring thatofothers 3 but remem- 


I 
+. af 3 


odlig'd to celebrate .awy commemo- 
ration of the favours they have re- 
ceiv*d,: when they are once offended, 


| © OW. $ 4N 
as not ' your lf to be dazzled 
with the favour of great. petſons, 

and,if you will take: my advice, never [| 
rcly too muchron their friendſhip. A 

man cannot-fly very high with bor- | 101 
row*d wings. Nothing more uacon-f yo 
ftant'than Fortunes ſhe many. times | tag 
caſts thoſe down the precipice, whom on 
ſhe had / had the pleaſure to exalt * | bat 
but rhough that: ſhould. not happen , | you 
yet let this be your perſwaſion, that on 
men have notalwayes the ſame incli- {per 
nations. | 


'L 1 : X L-F, 
'F-7 Hen you'- are adinitted into 
the ſhade of ſome-:powertul] 


c 
. 
& * 


work not- out your own ruine , by 


Ls 
f 


( ber, 


L 


_ 
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| ber, that every day the Sun ſets and 


diſappears. Tt-argues ſimplicity in a 

man. to think to be the Friend of one 

fngle perſon, only that he may injure 

and prejudiceall others. 25 
X LII. 

F- you -are in favour 'with your 


Prince, employ -your credit and 
intereſt to- oblige as many 'people as 


% 


| you canz and:;make not your advane 
| tage of his countenance to injure any 


14 one. Endeavour ſoprudently to hus= 


band your good fortune , as that all 
your. Friends:may bc oblig'd to look 
on it as theit-own. 1n.fine, give all 
perſons occaſion to congratulate your 
being ſo highly in- favour with him 
who can do all things, 


XLI11. 
| Ake not an open profcihon-of 
your being a:Favourite , if it 


. 


ry & 


y [be notalrecady known to all people 3 


diſſemble it tor a time, and conteut 
C your 
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your ſelf with a ſecret ſatisfaction of 
- your own happineſs, till ſuch time as 
it becomes publick , and be known 
. generally, to both Grandees and thoſe 
of the meaner: ſort : and then you f| c 
may freely own it, and make the 
les difficulty to (ollicit on their be- 
half, who ſhall deſire it of you, even 
thavgh they-arenot likely to obtain | 
awhat they:engage you. to defire for 
them. The very inclination you ſhall 
aſſure them of that'you.have to oblige 
them, will no-doubt abundantly fa- 
_ eisfie them 3 and if it happen that the 
affair which you have recommended 
does not ſucceed according to their 
expectation , they .cannot complain 
of any but him, on whom it -abſc 
lutcly depended, 


XLIY. 
F /7 Ou nevcr raiſe a Structure we 
8. when you do it too haſtily 
.:What is done with precipitation cali] 
.talls, as being -not well. ſupportec 


— yt ton 
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Be not ſo fond as to imagine, that 

you can raiſe-your ſeltall ofa ſudden, 

though you think-your ſ(elt to be high- 

ly in favour, for fear of a ſudden pre- 
cipitation into diſgrace. 


XLV. 


Evel your pretenſions to a mean 
Fortune, ſince of all the difterent 
conditions of men, this is the moſt 
happy and moſt deſirable; a man 
lives in it with more tranquillity, and 
Is leſs expos'd to danger than in any 
of the reſt, A high pitch of Fortune 
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of tions, and every thing is to be fear'd 
nd in that flation. Exceſs of wealth 
o'rwhelms a man, and brings him 
into danger every minute. The thun- 
derbolt more commonly reduces the 
loftieſt houſes into aſhes, than the 
poor Cottages of Shepherds : and 
the firſt fit of ſickneſs ordinarily 
14 brings down the ſtrongeſt and moſi 
al rohult badics- 


C 2 RLVI. 


is attended with a thouſand vexa- © © 


"6B -Pyuventfal | 


KXLVI 
 F NF all the paſſions, Hope is that 
| () which 1s likely to do us moſt 
prejudicez I mean that which relyes p 
only on the favour of men. This | 
ordinarily deceives us, and aſter it has | 
inſpir'd thoſe who are cajol'd by it , 
with ſome great deligns, it precipi- J . 
tates them into a-dreadful abyſle of F | 
| 
| 
\ 
l 


misfortunes. 


XLVILI. 
| E ever diftruſiful of a fearful and |; 
1 1-L I) cowardly perſon , as being the 

F | more tobefecar'd than others , in re- 
gard that wanting audacity and cou- | | 
Tage, he will be apt to make uſeof q , 
Artitices and treachery. You will tinde | | 

| 
| 
| 


it leſs trouble to make your party . 
good againſt two open Enemies,than 
againſt one only, when he diſguiſes 
and-conceals himſelf. 


XLVIIL | 


4 
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YErfdious and fearful men are or- 
dinarily of weak IntelleQuals, 
extreamly diſtruſttul , creduJous in 
the higheſt degree, crucl, and ſangut , } 
nary. Fear, which makes them-ſee : 
danger where there is not any, :does. i; | 
withal perſwade them, that it ſhould 4 
be prevented 3 and thence it comes \; } 
that they are in perpetual dittruitzand 1 
though the ambuſhes they are afraid 7 ' 
of are purely imaginary , yet finceit © - 
5 their abſolute. perſwaſion, that they 
are really ſo, they look upon moſt ? 
pcople as their enemies, though molt 
commonly others do-not ſo much as ; 
think of them.. From this kinde of j 1 
fear proceeds hatred, and. this: latter7 
begets : that deſire of revenge which | 3} 

nothing can check.-' Nay,-lumetimes- | 
they are hurried on to exceſles that | - } 
are barbarous and full. of cruelty, 
wherein the . molt innocent are in- 
voly'd : no artitice which they will 
| C 3 not. 
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not make uſe of, to deſtroy thoſe 


whom they think to be their enemies; 
and they are never (ccure and undi-- 


turb'd, till they-have remov'd out of 


their way whatever is the occaſion of 
their fear. So that it may. be ſaid of 
cowardly and perfidious perſons, that 
they are Prodigal, fince they ſo dearly. 


purchaſe not valour, but repoſe and: 
tranquillity. 


XLIX 


<4 


” be added, that there 1s ſome 
'ground to dread: a perſon who is 
_ himſelf afraid of falling into extraor- 
dinary neceflity, inaſmuch as avarice 
ever inſpiresa man with criminal and 


*barbarous ſentiments, Treachery and 


pertidiouſnefs, clubbing with cowar- 


dize, ſupplies the defect of valour 3 * 


ſo that a man who has'no generoſity 
-3s more to be fear'd than.he that has 
much. But from-him who knows 
not what todo, and dreads-miſcry 


and 


"\O the former refleQion this may: 


al 


19 
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' and poverty, a man ought-to expe” 
3 | nothing but horrid cruelties, and a 
procedure abſolutely barbarous. 


L. ; 

= a man hopes for nothing, - 12 
'. he' fears' nothing.” It is a4? 
difhcult matter to deveſt that man of | 
fcar,who indifferently fears all things, *_ 
who grows pale and trembles upon 
the leaſt occaſion ; But when he neg- | 
le&s'to fortifie himſelf againſt thoſe. 
falſe alayms, and ſuffers hirmſelF tobe © || 
o'repreſfs'd with the 'weight which |/. 
ſeems to be faſten'd to thit fort-of'Þ |? 
fear, it may be concluded that the þ | 
evil is paſt all 'remedy, 


 B I, | | 

F you conſider that you are a tan, .- 
your misfortunes - will. not ſeem: 
new toyou 3 and if you reflect on the -- : 
diſgraces which happen to-others:,'I : ; 
am confident your :own+ will-ſcem 
light to you. 


C4: | LI. :; 


-; Gn Sv | 
£ bees things always by the beft 
handle: many who think them< 
ſelves unfortunate, are ſuch only fo 
far as.they. compare themſelves with 
thoſe that are more. fortunate.. The 
misfortune which is  common!, be- 
Comes a (ubject of conſolation , or at 
leaſt alleviates much of the affliQion, 
And expericnce. makes it ſufficiently 
- manifeſt, - that an-ordjnary diſgrace 
ceaſes to-be {ſo 4, nay, does: not-retain 


| fo much as-the name,, when-/it" is 


counter-balanc'd with a greater, 


EIIL 


Is not. well done for a man fo 

hunt on another's Lands ; but, 
in my judgment, it isa much greater 
- fault, tor any one to. ſcek his diver- 
tſement and fatisfaction only in 
thoſe places where he-is not himſelf 
concern'd.. It is requiſite. the heart 


ſhould entertain it (c]t wh its proper 
good.z . 


Eon Pic SHED, 2 HS. IB, a 8 in 


Reflecfons; 33 
good; nothing. is more likely to. finde 
it matter of .gladnc(s, than a good 
diſpoſition of body and minde.- A 
man who is.in'pcrtect health, and 
hungry , is  cantent with the- moſt 
ordinary refr. {hments,and finds them 
very good. 


LIV- 


Tomes excites the appetite, and | 
gives meats a better guſto. A ' | 


crimina] pleaſure: leaves only vexa» 
tion-and bitterneſs behind it;whereas 
a ſatisfaQtion. which is not contrary 
to vertue, fills the Soul with a certain © 
ſweetneſs, which continues in it a 
long, time. The moſt intolerable 
afflictions are alleviated by the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience. 


LV. 
5 enemy 1s always to be fear'd, - } 
{4 XA. how deſpicable ſoever he ſezms Þ 
to be. There's none more ready to 
doan ill turn, than they who have ! 
C 5 not- . } 
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not either honour or.courage. A'man 


never wants reaſons, when he would: | 


deny any thing, or. is:-reſoly'd-to do: } 


miſchief to others. A danger lighted. | 


will not be long ere it returns. . 


LV Jo " 


Here is much to be gotten in the- 


+ KL company. of- perſons of good 
Tepute 3 but, on:the contrary, therg's 
nothing more dangerous than to con- 
verſe with the debauch'd.. The beli- 


grounded vertue.is *always apt fo . 


—_— 


fatter in their company., at leaſt it ; 


_ Liffers an abatement of its clicem.,and + 


Has much ado to keep its luſtre. Good 
advice contributes exccedingly , and . 


good example is of great torce to 


perſwade 3 and we fee there needs:-. 
only that to inſpizxe the moli meanly- - 
ſpirited with tervour and generous. 
zeſolutions. Among . good peoplea . 


man meets withtheſe two advanta- - 


| .* ges; Their example animates us, and 
| the advices we regeave from them put. 


all.. | 
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all our a@ions into order. - The con- 
trary is to beſfaid of the vicious: Their - 
counſels'mvolve ſuch as follow then 

in great misfortunes,';and/their*ex+ 

ample induces the moſt referv*d to + 
renounce all modeſty. It happens or- 
dinarily, that among wicked m2n, a 
vertuous man is in a manner vex'd to 


be ſuch. 


LVIL 


\ Iſimulation burics many inju- 
ries, and checks the current of 


many .affronts, which men 'would . * 


hardly avoid without it. - * Tis not to 
be-imagin*d, that he-, who does us 


an affront, out of the malice he hatii 


conceiv'd againſt us, is the only cauſe 


of it 5 but that we allo contribute. 


thereto , when we do: not patiently 
endure it. . | 


L'VIIT. 
He moſt innocent and moſt im- - 
: Perccptible of all reyenges ,- is, - 
| not... 
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not to make any. ſhow of having been 
offended: in regard -the ,,vexatiou 

and : di(pleaſure| which-,our- enemy | 
pretended'to giveus, when he did us | 
the affront, recoils upon him, and | 
extreamly-.torments him, ſeeing,,us | ot 
\ © Not mov'd fo much at it as-.he had || at 
' _ imagiwdto himſclf ; So that he is ni 
” > enrag'd to finde himſelf fruſtrated || -«i 
-of his expectation, and fo ſuffers the } tt 
' Puniſhment of his il]. will. . L k 


LIX.. 
Man ſhoald never trouble. his | 
| thoughts with the events. of 
tings, ac leaſt not, diſcover any.di6 | 
quiet, when they happen not accord= } 
- * 30g fo his deſires. . It any; diſgrace | 11 
' befal you , diſcover not your: grief || v 
thereat,that ſo yqu may mortifie your || 3 
enemy. If. on the contrary things | 1 
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ſucceed well, to your deſire, moderate 1 
your joy, that. you may ſerve for an E 
example to the ambitzouse-. r 
IN t 

1 
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Db A 


- Caſtle is attack: at that: pine 

"A. of:it which is weakeſt.7''Ik. 
Kmprudencein:us,-to diſcover" where 
our minds are moſt exposd to aſſault, 
and cari make leaft refiftances it will 
not be long ere the enemy ftorm us at 4: 
that veryi.place. v7 Demean your (elf. + 
therefore! (o,::as that:it may: not be. 

| koown what: you are -moſt (enfibly | 

i. mov'd at. 


L2&T. | 
» Man-eahily.becomes Maſtcr of ' 
another's heart, when he ſtu- 
dies. his inclinations; and he centers 
into it, as they ſay, at the breach, 
when he makes uſe of that innocent 
21tifice, to infinuate into his favour. 
It is: not-ſo'.eafie a/ matter , as "tis 
1magir'd, to pleaſe people 3 to:com- - 
paſs it well , there mult bean inter- 
mixture of dexterity and good for-. 
tune, eſpecially when a man would 
not doit by flattery. LXII, 
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LXIL. 


expeditious in the execution of it.-To 
\put an honourable period toa War in 
a ſhort time, a man muſi refle& .on 
many things: there.is already a great 


. progreſs made in a work, when, be- 


fore it is begun, a man has taken 


all "the leiſure requiſite to . think. 
on it. \ 


EXTII. 


H* ſhews himſelf. an entravagant 
L perſon, who runs the hazard: of . 
|  loling his reputation, out of an exce(- 
| fivecarnelinels to preſerve it. This- 


ordinarily happens to him, who: , to 
maintain it, uſes too: many words. 
For if it be paſſion: that ſuggeſts them 


. to him, though he have reaſon of his 


fide, yct will he exceed his limits, and 
be chargeable with ſome exceſs. So. 
that he will more prejudice himſelf, 
by 


E ſlow: and -confiderate in the | 
rundertaking. of any affair, /and | 


| 


| 
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by the manner of vindicating his re- 

| putation, than his enemy could have 

| done,by-endeavouring to deprive him - 

{ of it unjuſtly. . RA | 
LXIV. 

\ Nvy corrupts Fortune, as the- 
F, worm gnaws and ſpoils timber. .. 
Not, to ſay truth, but that it is al» 
ways better to be:the envy*d, than 
the envious, fince: the. htter cannot -: 
avoid the infamy which is inſeparable 
from that vicez whereas the other - 
finds himſelf in an -honourable ha-- - 
zard,: wherein there- is: glory to be... _ 
acquir'd. eg 7% | | 


LXV. 


E) Ne- man cannot have a more -- 
dreadful enemy than another 
man 3 and if envy hath in{iill'd” its - 
venorn ihto the heart of that enemy, . - | 
there is no antidote ſtrong enough to 
prevent the eff: of it. Jealoulie it © * 
{lf caules moe diſorders, and occa- 
; ſflons - © 


1 * 
1(a#2 


fions more enmities, than all:the outs 
Tages which-a man can receive from 
the _moſt 
Envy is never found jn,that exa&t 
meaſare which we call mediocrity 3 it 
is always extreamly permcious,unleſs 
it*be when it has vertue for its object; 
for then it is moſt excellent, . 


LXVI.. 
NT Herc's but little credit to-be gi- 
ven to-what a paſlionate man 
ſayes ; he whom- we know to be 
truly diſ-intereſs'd, deſerves--more to 
be credited 3 but the- envious perfon, 
not at all. . 


| LXVIT. 
.N unlawful gain , and fach as 
4 \ comes not by dire& wayes, oc- 


_ caſions moredamage,, than. real loſſes 


do, which way ſoever they happen : 
A Man is ſenſibly mov*d at theſe lat- 
ter but once, but the remembrance 
of the former -will naxer out of the 


irreconcileable: enemies. 


minde, , 
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| minde, but prove a perpetual ſource 
| of diſcontents- 


LXV-IIL 

Ever account that a gain which 

makes an addition to your 
wealth, but only that which brings 
you {ome luſtre and ' repute have 
therefore a greater efteenrof the: aug» 
mentation of your good name, than 
of that of your riches. A man who 
grows rich at the coſt of his honour, 
loſes more than he imagines. A noble 
reputation 1s a great inheritance. | 


LXIX. 


Here 15no ſafety in the world 5 

- the wicked perſon fears the ri- 
gour of the Laws 3 the jult perſon has 
occaſion to fear the humorouſneſs and 
inconſtancy .of fortune. A man is 
always more confident, when he 
hath a long time ruminated. upon 


what he ought to do.- 
LXX, 


wy + 4 
M=- get ſooner and more eaſily | 
out of the dangers whereto be] 
they are expos'din this world,by wiſe eX 
counſels, than by great ſirength. Tis | th 
A: greater. evil not to:know how to-| or 
live well, than not to be able to live | 
at all. It is much more hard to give 
+ .check to Fortune, than to meet 
mcr, 


-LXX1, 

T > Eep your word, and be exaR in | ”” 

. the performance of all your | fe 
promiſes z a man has nothing to lole | it 
when he has loſt his credit, and-paſſes | a 
for-a perſon. uncapable of any truſt. 
$2 There are ſome ſo accuſtom'd to 
4 1# ſwear, that men hardly believe them, | 
: when they ſpeak moſt truly. He who 
takes no pleaſure in hearing the truth, 
will be backward enough to ſpeak it. 
{i Flattery is an extreamly-dangerous 
q evil, yet (auch as will fill have its 
courlc.. LXXIL, | 
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| L X X:IL. 
ly O credit all that is ſaid, and not 
o þ to credit any thing, are two 


le | extremities that ought to be avoided 3 

Is | the former is an exceſs of good nature 
0] or complaiſance , but there's. more 
© | ſafety in the other, 


t , LXXIIKH 

T is manifeſt, that a man is no 
great Lover of the truth , when 
| he does what he condemns in others; 
1 | *Tis a deceit much of the ſame ſtamp, 
r | for a man not to do what he ſays 3 but 
e | it is a ſelf-deceit in him, not to ſpeak 
S | as he thinks. . 
3 

) 


LXXIV. 


Hat miſchief ſoever another 

Y tas done you, yet ought you 

not ever to ſleight or hate himz 'twere 
madnels for a man to be apt to ſin, 
upon the ſcore of the hatred-he bears. 
| to the finner. You would be ac- 


counted. 
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counted a man void of judgment, if 
you ſhould be unwilling to preſerve 
your innocence, becauſe another has 
Joſt his- You muſt not chaſtiſe one} 
{m by another. 


LXXY. 


A 


{ ner \1mpoſſible to give a! very exact | 
; 


| FF you be not ablolutely a- vertuous | V0 
| perſon, have at leaſt ſome kind- and 
: neſs for thoſe who are like you z if ** 
you have ceas'd to be wicked, be not} 
| © readyto condemn thoſe who arc 
|. yet ſuch, and allow them a little = 
| - _ time totakea ſurvey of themſelves. od 
ll 'Y LXXYI, «| $01 
Bl; TLY= a man judges with | Þ*: 
: | 7 precipitation,it is not long*] ©! 
s | b: rc he repents'of it, AS'it is in a man- | 
©Y 


' account of a perſon,, whom one had | W 
ſcen only running ſo can we not | Þi 
rightly judge of a thing, which we | i 

pt 


© had but very ſuperticially.examin'd. 


LXXVII, 


'S 


Ps 


EXXVILI. 
Tve in peace with all men be 
-always-in hoftility againſt-vices, 

and in perfe& harmony with your 

ſelf. To compals this, you are only 


and words, and your defires and 


ko ES... Em. my 59 


actions. 


LXXVIIL 


gra it is impoſlible things ſhould 


always fucceed as we would have 
them.” *tis che our-inclination ſhoald 
g£omply with the event, whatever it 
be. A manis eas'd of abundance of 
cares and diſfiractions, when he can 
well regulate his deſires. '? Tis impru- 


"dence for a man over-carnelily to 


wiſh for that-which he has not within 
his power, -or what is yet ata great 
diſtance from him, and-to neglect the 
preſent, which is within his reach. 


LXXIX, 


to make a confonancy between your - 
words and thoughts, your actions”. 
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heis not but it concerns him above 
all things, really to be ſach as he 
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LXXIX 


Or a man to accommodate him- 

ſelf to the time, is a very noble 
Sciencez nay, (uch as is not unwor- 
thy a King. I account you the moſ 
unfortunate of all flaves, if you ſerve 
by force and againſt your inclination 3 
whereas it you ſerve willingly and 
cheerfully , you nobly ſet oft your 
ſcrvicude. 


LXXRX, | 


Man ſhould ftand more in fear 


of his Conſcience than of com- 
mon report. The happineſs of the 


happieſt -perſons conſiſts in leading a| 


pure and innocent life. The greateſt 
commendation a man can have, 1s, 
that he deſerves it, It ſignifies no- 
thing for a man to ſeem to be what 


bop 


ought to be. What advantage will 
it beto you to receive a thouſand 
Elogics 
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(Elogies from others , if your own 
Conſcience tells you that you do no 
deſerve them ? ES 


LAEXXI. 


| Extreamly (uſpe&t magnificent 


promiſes 3 there is ſome ground 
to think, that he who makes them 


would laugh at others, or that he en+ 


gages himſelf co little purpoſe. Things 
that are rare and very extraordinary 
ought rather to be given than pro- 
mis'd. Do great things, and promiſe 

them not. E 


LXXXII. 


Man doubles his gift , when he 
A gives ſpeedily. The Will is 
that which is moſt precious in the 
preſents that are made and that is 
yet much more remarkable, when a 
man makes haſt to offer what he is 
able todo. TIt'is requiſite that good 
offices ſhould ſurpaſs injuries,and- that 
acknowledgements ſhould always ex- 
ceed benefits, LXXXIIL, 


A 


48 Ywnrntfal 


; LXXXIITTH. 
T* a happineſs for a: man, that he. 
can be reprov'd when he does 
amiſs; the moſt happy in this world 
have it not 3 and Iſocrates aſhrms,that. 
it is not to be found in.the Courts of 
Princes. Perſons of mean condition 
have not, as they , ſo-many. enjoy- 
ments of life,as not minding delights, 
provided they have wherewithal to 
live; :but they have this: advantage , 
that ſome are. not afraid to admoniſh 
them, when they do not what they 
ought 3 beſides that the Laws are a 
bridle to them. - Princes are depriv'd 
of that benefit, for.they. converſe fa- 
miliarly.but with-very few perſons, 
and thoſe make it their only . buſineſs 
to humour them. 


LXXXIV. 


E who 15appointea to command 
others,ought to have the meek- 

neſs-of a Father, and not the ſeverity 
| of 
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\Reflections. 49 


of x) Maſtery No . Gapreamnacy but, is 
.appleaſant 5::4hey iWho.,are ſubject 


| .thereto-finde always heavy. and:in- 


ſupportable 3: and therefqre it ſhould 
be made as gentle as may be , and no 


| command iſſued out, but what is ac- 


company'd With tutlimteknels, 
BE willing, ;tp, hear -all people , 
and aftexwards do. what you 

hall think; moſt; @pnyenient.., Never 
 catmmit the execytion of your dehgn | 
.tO-him/;who-had ,begg- unwilling ;to 
approve , it. ?Tis-a ſhame to fail 
twice in the ſame thing,,, fince we 
ſee animals ſipp at the firti, and fiand 
on their, guards, thati they may. not 
fall a ſecond time..\., '... 


/ LXXXVNVHl 

| E always -miſizuſiful of the-ad- 
| vice Which is conſonant to/ygur 
 0wndefire,, and fear the iſſue, of. it. 
.Ypu-will be thought a, perſon of'yo 
a | D greac 


great judgment, 'if you! ptoſecute 
-what you-have #ll begang and-peopke 
will” have occafidi to call''you! un- 
covſtant , if you -quit' your enter- 


| priſe. x | 4 


2414 LXXXI LL (3; 
OF all the counſels. which may be 
follow'd; the fafeſt is the beſt ; 

the readicft, that which is moſt ſeafo- 
nablezthe moſt pleaſing, that which is 
moſt caſie 3 the moſt advantageous, 
that which ' e6mprehends' all/ theſe. 
Aſdepiades had reaſon' to'ſay what 
the adtnirable "Celſis relates of him, 
commending his refleion 3 That the 
ſoxeraign perfeftion of ' a Phyſician cor 


: 


nn 


| [Mts+in curing by' Patient ſafely, in 4] 


ſhort time, and delightfully. 


LXXXVIII. 
| E not too much wedded to you 
| B own ſentiments. If you main 


tafti theth with obſtinacy, moſt peof-, 


ple, theerly ro comply with. you 


uUIMmOoury ... 


n- þ 


Reflections. «&t I3 


humour, and. to avoid offending you, 
will leave you in errour, and be cau- 
tions of reproving you, 


LXXXIX 


He famous Law-giver Solox 
would: not have a man ſtand. 
Neuter in the diviſion of his Coun» 
try : and yet when two perſons of 
great Authority have a difference, 
and are in hoſtility one againſt the 
other, it is not, methinks , too ſafe 
for one to declare. himſelf for either 
party. For thoſe two men coming 
afterwards to be reconcil'd, as it or- 
dinarily happens, he will be at the 
greatclt loſs in the world; in regard 
the one will be apt to forget the ſer- 
vice he had done him , and the other 
w1ll cver remember the affront which 
he conccives to have been done him 
by one who had deſerted his intereſts. 
Yet is it to be obſerv'd , that they 


- who take no fide in, a popular. com- 
- motion, are like the Bats, who axe 


D 2 peck*d 


P05" ron * 


$37 -Puudenitial 
Pcck'd zt by the Birds,” 'andbitten by 


tt hardly Js ony thing of A mary * 


the 'Mice 3' Tuch people bemy in great 
danger,as having nat'dar'd to:hazard 
any thing. .Not . but that there may 
be much daiiger for one to endeavour 
to$1f-crgage” himſelf from danger. 
"The atfiction 'of. a juft'-perſon* is 
anvil ccompany'd - with? ' happi- 
Bcfs: ''Wihat favour (oever men: * may 
cxreceive of fortune; yet 'can- they not 
forbcar ORTTRIOTng, of her. 


©2211 
| 4{- ra 6552 6 


C Ruthyi is an'ordifiary companion 


of. ſenſuality 3 and it may” be 
(aldot him who is immers'd: iti plea- 
fires;rhac hes a flave to his pallions, 
that he lives like a- beaſt, and! that 


_ 


147 oo 


7: %CI. 


VV JE cannot give a better defi- 
f.Y -+V « nition of the niodiſhnels 


"aid magnificence'ot apparel; than by 
AIDS 't;the- Superſeniption of vanity 
and | 


| 


Reflections, 53 
7 J andpride. It is an argument of little 

f judgment, for a - man to be very cx- 
1 | penſave, to gain the reputation; ofa | 
| 

r 


| vain and-ambitious perſoni,'aud,to 
impoveriſhhimlzlt, purpoſcly; to Bat 
the repute of being rich., »: +1 


7 | - +: 3 Op 
y | A Mbition is ſubjcct tq two great 


indi(poſitions 3.it is always &X+ * 
tream]y odious, and at the end of it 
1s ordinarily very fatal. It is {-ldoin 
' { {cen that that man-profpers, wito 48 
| fo temerarjous \. as; to think to ad- 
e | vance himfclt above his Matter, 

a XCIIL. | 
t "ings remarkabie for their xa- 
| rity and  fingularity . bring not 
any profit to.thoſe that. are poſlcfs'd 
| of them; -anditis a hard jnatter- tg 
-4 -Px<ſcrve long that which plcates all. 


(61 people. 
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54 Prudential : 


XCIV. 

He revolutions and deſiructions 
of Empires are not fo mach to 
be attributed to the multitude of 
crimes, as to their impunity. We 
can expect nothing but a dreadful 
confuſion of all things, when it is 
lawful to-do any thing, and Juſtice it 
{elf is ſleighted. In fine , the evil is 
patt all remedy , when the Judges 
and Magiltrates , inſtead of (cverely. 
puniſhing the guilty, become them» 

{elves complices in their crimes. 


XCV. 
Here is lcfs danger in being cx- 
treamly ſevere , than in being 
exccllively indulgent 3 and a highly 
rigorous treatment of men is not ſo 
prejudicial to-the State, as the coun- 
rtenancing of abſolute freedom and 
licentiouſneſs. If the Judges are re- 
mils and negligent in the puniſhing of 
erimes, God will infallibly lift up = 
| han 


Py Oo 


hand to chaſtiſe bath People and Jud- 


Reflections. 45. 
ges together. The juſt perſon is ex- 
treamly injur'd, when the guilty are 
pardon'd. Nothing approaches nea- 
rer the pertfeRion of juſtice , than 


' leverity» 


RXCVE. 

He firongeſt protection of a 
. & Monarchy, and the beſt caution 
the people-can have for their ſecurity, 
is;that Prince and People ſubmit to all 
the Laws, and have a re(p-<& for the 
commands, which God hath ceitz+ 
bliſh*d for the obſervance of them. 
The ſlighting, of - Magittrates , and 
thoſe who are entrufted with the 


- Government, proves ever fatal tothe 


Republick : when people have loſt 
the reſpect due- to them, they are ea» 
tilyjnduc'd to make ng account of the 
Laws. | 


D 4 XCVII. 


56 Putdefitial- 
L1.. 
Ly,\ —__ = ++ BR they 
only are gdvanc'd to-publick 
charges who are moſt rich,and proffer 
the greateſt bribe for them, it-cannot 
ſubfilt long. Thoſe very perſons will 
make no diſhcuſty to embroyl it again 
tor Money. If there. be- a+ kinde of 
Traffick and Commerce in thd&Yiſpo- 
fal'of charges and*honourable: as 
ploym2nts, perſons bf-merit will for 
the molt part- be excluded, and the 
rich only will be advanc'd thereto 5 
G that to get More wealth, they will 
learn to commit'a ithouſand 'hnjuf 
ations z and: when after wards they 
ſhall grow expert in that dangerous 
Science,” and have the power in their 
_ own hands, they ' will infolently 
fight all the obligations of juſtice. 


XCVIII. 


- ; Reflections. ex” | 


| XCVIIL 
> valgar knows nat wha the. 


mean fignifies, but, always ins; 
clines to one of the two cxtremiticss: 
when they iſleight a thing , they 'al»- 
| ways degrade it lower than it ought 
\ | tobe3 when they commend. it,, *tis; 
| withan inſupportable exccls. - 


>  FY 


SOS 3 

ff there be nothing more 

unconſiant than the attcction 
ot the peopk;, yet mult it be ackuow- 
kedg'd withal , that there is not any 
| thing ſo powcrfulz for we always 
| finde, that the greater niimb.r car- 
; ricSitzand, to tell things as thcy are, 
| moſt people take that tide. Ut is a 
rare thing to meet with a man who 
; is willing to hearken to reaſon, when - 


£2 


in a manner all reject it, Who can 
oppoſe the. multitude ? *?Tis: a kiver 
overflown, violently carrying alovg... 
With it whatever rcliſts its current. 
D-5 When: 
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"8 | Puudential Reflect, 


When the populacy acts without paſ- 
ſton, it may. be faid, that its voice 
is the voice of God.z when it is hur- 
ried by paſſion, *tis the voice of the 
Devil. There are but few whom 
paſſion does not ſometimes force to 
exceed the limits of reaſdn 3. but it is 
yet more extraordinary, to finde a 
man ſo regular and circumſpect.n all 
his aRions, as never to make one. ſicp 
AWwiye 
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MORAL 


CONSIDERATIONS. 


I. 
He defign of- our Creation 
was to be happy 3 and yet 


we are {o unhappy , as not 
to know our happineſs3 or it we do 
know it, we do not (uthcicntly «ſteem 
it, How would you have a man 
take the right way, when he is igno- 
rant of the place whither he is to go? 
Felicity is a good that is peculiar to 
us,- and'they are deceiv'd who look 
on it as an. accidental -one, whereto 
we have noright. There-are ſome 
people whoſe conduct is very irregu- 
lar.z for having in their own houſes 


whatever is requitite, in order to a. 


contented and happy lite in this 


world, they do not 1o much as reflect: 
on it, but take great' Journeys, and . 
put ; 
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# 50- Dozal Conſiverations, 
pat themſclves to incredible.inconve- s 
niences, to {eck for that which they | t 
have at homc. | 
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| pe have men make any: 
difference between that happinels, 
which 1s perfeF-and ſolid, 'aut” Vere 
tue 3 and yet if any one will ſtand: fo 
tar upon it, as to maintain they are 
not one;and the fame thing , he will 
not however deny, that'-the one can- 
not ſublilt without.the other. He { 
will be fore'd at leafi toacknowledge, | 
that vertueis as *twere-the inſtrument | 
of that felicity, which we may enjoy | 
during the courſe of this.-morta] Jite. = 
It cannot be:deny'd, but that felicity 
15a good. ,. Now what greater good 
is there,than that of being .yertuous ? 
If ic þe juſt and rational: for a man 
to defixe the things which all.the 
world cltecms.,good and advanta- 
230uS; Will it ,;not alſo be; fo -for 
him, © uſe the utmoſt of his en» 

: deavours 
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Nozal Conſiderations, 6. * 


deavours to become 1 good and vers * 
tuous man ? 


| us. 
Ertue is of that excellency and: 
value in it ſelf, that it would- 
not have any advantages beſides thoſe 
whereof it is poſſeſs*d. It has ſufi-: 
ciently wherewithall to (atisne it (elf 
for all the pains and-inconveniences- - 
it endures ; the worthieft and bighcfi 
recompence of a noble action, is the. 
; glory of having done it. Goodnels 
| hascertain charms ſo infinuating and 
| ſo obliging, that, the moſt vicious: 
| cannot torbear:Joving, it. And indeed 
| we finde, that in. thcir greateſt dil- 
| orders, they adore ats Image, though 
it has not alinc but what'is counter- 
feit z for if we take their words, they 
ſeek after good, and what ſcems belt 
to them. 


p 
3 ” 
_” 
__ 
a - 
e's  — 
ES Ta | 
wh. 
= ” 


#62 Yozal Conſideratfons, 


Þ 
£ 
£ 


I'V. 


Ood hath always this advantage, 
(; that, being made for it (elf, it 
loſes nothing of its goodneſs. Evil, 
on the contrary, dots not change its 


nature, though it be done in order to: 
a greater good 3 and there is no abate-- 
ment of its'malice, even when a man 


1s inclin'd thereto, as to the thing 
which ſeems to be beft, and moſt ad- 
Vant3 geous. 


V. 


FT is nohard matter to counterfeit 

vertue 3 vice ordinarily borrows 
its name, its attraftions, and all its 
externalss» In a word, *cis not the 
aQion-, but the intention , which 


makes the difference between both. 


VI. 
T cannot be deny? \,but that Vertue 
implies much grandeur, fince it 
is-vertue, to [peak properly, that 
makes 


Yoral Conſiderations, 63 
| makes Grandees 3 and it. was ratios' © | 


nally ſaid by Zeno, that a man who 
is great and advancd in the world, 


p, 

© } does not immicdiately upon that ac- 

\ | count become vertuous, but from the 

3 | moment of his being vertuous, he is 
z- | great, according to the true notion 

.- | of Grandeur, Howe'r it may happen, 


| | fortune will ever be forc'd co give 
* | place to vertue. A man cealcs not to 
live; when he dics- in the detence of 


vII. 
 TErtue raiſes a man much above 
himſelf 3 vice degrades him, 
and renders him leſs than man. It is 
not on:'y out of an oblervance of 
decorurr,. that we love Vertue, but 
there isalſo a neccſlty obliging us to 
| doit, if-we are dclirous to ſecure to 
| our {clvcs-the advantages which Na-. 
| ture hath given us. He who thinks 
he has reaſcn: to ftand aloot from that 
raviſhing light, is not only irrational, 
- bug 


64 Doral Conſiderations. 


| but alſo degrades himſelf into a con- 
dition below that of beaſts. 


VIIL. 


N Ever call any.thing by: the name 
of Good, but what-is able to 
render men good and vertuous. 
Though all the world ſhould be car- 
nelt to render you the greateſt ho- 
nours, though you were poſleſs'd of- 
all the riches upon earth, though your 
health were perfe& and unalterable z 


yer can it not be faid that you are | 


good, if in very deed you have not 
verfuc. It matters not much that all 


things bz wanting to you , if you , 


have but vertue 3 and fince you cannot 
b2 depriv'd of the quality of a ver- 
tuous man, that quality, of all thoſe 
which may be poſleſs'd in this world, 


is the moli noble, the moſt glorious, | 


and the molt excellent, 


IR; 
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I X. 

Here is n6thing bat deccitfulneſs 

in riches; honours:-vaniſh, tor= 
tune -commonly precipitates thoſe 
who had been her greatelt darlings. 
Look not therefore on that as a good 
which may cauſe ſo much evil; and 
cannot render you ever the better 
man, Vertue injures no man, it 15 
beneficial to allz- and though it g0 
alone, yet is it to be preferred; before 
all-the reſt put tog:-ther. | 


d.G 


"He moſt ſharp-lighted amongft 
the Philoſophers were of opi- 
nion, that Good could nat be exactly 
detin'd, otherwiſe than by aſfirming 
it to be a ſource admirably: pure , out 
of which men draw a Million -of ad- 
vantages. : To add ſomewhat to that 
conception , we may call 1t a molt 
precious chanel , which hath vertue 
tor its ſource,or which brings it down 
£20: 
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65 Moral Conſiderations: 


to-us. Without vertue no man can 
b: happy in this life, and it is vertue 
allo that makes us happy after our 
d:ath : it is not only beneficial to 


the (oul , but allo extreamly ad- 


vantageous to the body, contribu- 
ting to our well-being,both in this life 
and the other. 


X I, 


Eep at the greateſt diſtance you 
can from vice, and imitate not 
tholg low-ſpirited perſons, who are 
{o often obſerv'd to fay , In troth *tis 
all Twas able to do, my ſtrength would 
uot permit me togo any farther. Twere 
as good to lay, I can, but [ will xot 
acquire vertue , When a min, as lome 
ordinarily do, makes this protelta® 
tion, I would with all my heart , but 
it is nat in my power to avoid that dif- 
order, nor-reform my ſelf of this oy that 
Vice. 


X11. 


Uc 


* Bozal Conſiderations, 7 


xlIh 
\He carth is at as great a diſtance 
« # from the Heavens, as the Hea- 
vens are from the earthz there 1s an 
equal diſtance from the one of thoſe 
extremities to the other, and we can- 
not obſerve any inequality but be- 
tween vertue and vices. True it 1s, 
'tisa much ſhorter cut to get from 
vertue to vice, than from vice to 
YEItUCs 


X III. 
b 3 aver being the nobleſt and moti 


advantageous of all qualitics, 
it 1s but juſt ſhe ſhould have th: moſi 
honourable ſtation z and thence it 
comes, that we tinde her always in 
the middle ; *tis the work of Diſcre- 
tion toafſign her her place, and that 
does (o adjuſt; things, that they nei- 
ther have too much., nor yet want 
ought requitite for theirs perfection. 


XxIV. 


3 Woral Conſiderations, | 


XIV. 


AV Ice is always lodg'd near Vertue 
and therefore *tis no wonder; 
that, many times, men ſecking the 
latter ſhould meet with che former, 
Stand therefore on your guard , that 
you be not deceiv'd. lt 1s further to 
bi obſery'd, that there are men 2# 
cfigie, and Teal men; that 1s, :to 
{peak without riddle, there are ſolid 
vertues, and others that haye only 
'the appearance of ſuch. Vertue dil- 
guls'd is a (trange Monſter. Know, 
that an action good. of- it ſelt.zi None 


without diſcretion, and-with an evil | 


intention, has only the bark aud ont- 
{tde of vertue ; but it has indeed all 
thc deformity of vice. 


X.V. F 
Or would: L have: you content 
your {elf with -the. vertucs 
which are really.ſuch , in regard that 
among thoſe, there are ſome; called 
ſimple, 


ſimple, others ſolid. The former, 
indeed, are cxtreamly weak, and of 
ſhort continuance 3 the others are 
frong, and refilt any thing. I ac- 
© | knowledge, a little Lyon is as mach 
«| a Lyon as a-great-one, yet there 1s a 
[ | great - ditference between them. A 
0] firong and heroick! vertue is always 
« | attended by ſeveral other vertues 3 a 
| weak vertue is indeed a vertue , but 
| 


in regard of its weaknels, 1t has not 
a retinue of other 'yertues, 


"7 XY 1 

| Ake uſe of reafon, as Lyons do 

. of. their Claws,,, Harts of ” 
"| their Feet, and Herons of their 
Wings 3 to preſerve-their lives, and | 


' who attack/them.. . There is nþani- | 
| mal ſo: ſmall and deſpicable, but Na- 
| ture hath ſupply?d it with ſome Arms 
| for its defence 3 but 'endowing man 
- with reaſon,-.ſhe-hathimade a greater 
\ account of him, and ' more ſenſibly 
| 2H * oblig'd 


= 


| Bozal Confiderations, 69 * 
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to defend+themſelves againit thoſe] 
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# falling into ſome great diſorder, Py- 
-{ thagors well obſerv'd, that prudence 


- tor one man ito; charge. hunſelf wich 
the fault of another, that' be may be 


oblig'd him, than all the reſt of the 
creatures put together. | 


XV I1. 


Lyon would;not live long with- 

out his offenſives., which are 

his fore-feetz a Wilde Boar, : that 

ſhould have his 'Tusks ſtruck or fil'd 

off, would not be able to defend him- 

elf long. So a man who does not 
att by the ditamen of reaſon can 

make no great progreſs , without 


was given to man , inſtead 'of For- 
trefles, Walls, and Ramparts. 


XVIIL 


| | | 
"RN, 7 O vice more ''dangerous than | - 


- that which beſt repreſents. ver- 


- tue3 yet are:nat men: careful to avoid | 


it, becauſe it 1s diſguis'd. It is a 
great conjunction of folly and vice, 


accounted 


;0 Wozal Conſiderations, | 
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accounted . innocent of the crime 


whereofhe is guilty. He who.coun- 
'tenances afault; 1s more guilty .than 


he who commits it; for there may be 
frailty in the one, but you cannot ex- 
empt the other from malice. 


Wt nat. ans i 


; O givea juſt [dea of the reaſon, 
. wherewith it has pleas'd the 
Author .of Nature to enlighten Man- 


kind, \methinks it may be ſaid, that 
- the good uſe which is made of it gives 
- birth, beauty, and perfection to all 
the vertues3 and, that there are any 


Vices, proceeds from the abulec of it. 
Can there be imagin'd a greater abuſe 
of reaſon , 'than-to make uſe of it 


-9gainli ic felf? 1 know there is no- 


thing but'diforder' aud abundance of 
confuſion amongtt the vices but I 
know alſo they agree in this parti- 
cular, that they are always contsary 
to reaſon, and that they combine to- 
gether to procure his ruine who is 


itn ts content 
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content to be a ſlave;tharcto. How 
{hametul--1s/it to; aiman, toemploy 
the diredtive lights of : his:minde,only 
to abaſe himfelt to the RE > 


animals ? w+ Wi" 741 


4 4 . % $ a" 
*s 34 »* - & 4 m" 3 


Bw is nothing: of greater _ 
ragement to a:man *engag'« 
Vice, rs Qay like a flave , to obey: his 


paſſions; nd his greateſt. puniſhment |. 


1s, that he cannot execute his dcligns ; 

for. he either wantsconfidence to un- 
dertake what he delires,'or.if he an- 
dertake it, he loſes:his; labour, and 


. mects .only with: cates:. and diftur- 


bances, And ſo.he 1s cruelly tortur?d 


: by his own--delizes 3 'the hope of, a 


plcaſure»'of thort continuance : gives 


hinva:longuttering and Pevange,..In 


fine, it: is a little (weetncls dearly 
bought., when a. mam muli feek./it 

with much danger in the TOR a 
Kiverof bittetnels. 1 165) 
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MWonal Con TNneratione. 33 ""F | 

X +: XA 
y[ TI Ntereſt is a conſtant atteridant of 
i all the vices, but profit is not al- 
ways/-of the- retinue.- -Vige 45-not 
ſought for it (elf, intereſt only enga-» 
ges men*to purſue it. Men arc catly 
1- | inclia'd to be corrupted by pride, be- - 
n | cauſe; the honour - conſequent 
is | theret&®%, by avarice,upon the ſcore of 
1t | -wealth'; and by ſenſuality, upon that 
; | of pleaſure. There's ino ' vice , but 
1- | promiſes ſomewhat of good ;/ and 
- | from which mengo not expe ſome 
d | ſatisfaction : yet are they deceiv'd 
- | in that expeRation ,, for the final 
d| iſlue "of allggs miſchicf and quisfor- 
a | tUnE. / . kit 148" 35h - | 
>G BT. 4 4 
of XX IL ti. 4 
y A Man ought to avoid evil, and 
It & recede from vice, out of aver- 
a | tion, and not only oue of fear. - Iam 

content that he be called a fearful - 
perſon , 'who eſchews evil withouc 
L, E having 


FG 


his paſſions. 


having an extream horrour.for it; but 
1 ſhall never, upor'that ſcore,account 
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him juſtor:yertugus, . * Tis an. caſic 


thing to ſay, ; that, there, is danger in 
becoming\wicked:z; Xt mult be,added,; 
that. a-/man; cannot; be ſo. without 
great injury, to himſlfe, ., Wherever 
lives ill, makes a-real aud moſi'confir 
derxable lo(s3 and he ought noggnly to 
himſelf, 4 xy he hath: catmmon 
{ene abaut him"? hs i we. be 
ins trembling condition, becauſe his 
xuine is inevitable I, he comply with 


Rt 4 6 0 ONE 
"IS \ Bag WL 254 
V fees may-in ſome manner -take 

up part of ofir lives , but thcy 
delerve not to cmployit wholly. $0 
that to give an exa@ defanitinn ofthe 


lives of perſons addicted . to: Liberti-| 'f! 


giſm, ic, muli be-ſaid:that-3t.is but, an 


| maginary phantaſty 'of lifes ;, When 
mag, Jiyes jill, he has nothing! but 


th 
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the trouble, difiration, and incon- 
- | veniences of life, but not the true uſe 
. | of it, Idlencfs is nothing but the loſs 
\ of a man's life, and his abſolute ruine 
i | proceeds from the wicked adions 
: whireto he 1s thereby addicted. Theres 
c | is'a great difference between. laſting 
- | and living, It maybe ſaid of a man 
o | who grows old in crimes, that he'has 
s | laſted a, long time 3 but_ it cannot, be 
n | faid he. hat! tbo @ mach, We muſt 
« | ſpcaltherwiſe of a, young, map ful 
;s | of Konour, merits, and vertue, whom 
death ſnatches away in'the flower of 
his age for though. h& has laſted but 
a ſhort time,yet was his life Jopg,lince 


47 


; | 1t was anoble one,” 
C Or I ny 
| | = XXIV. 


ol T'T is of no advantage to a wicked * 
] perſon to have toncealr'd his crimes 

jk lay Log indeed that for a timche 

n| may have kcpt it from the hnovſRge 

-n| of others, but what aſſurance has | 

ad that that ſecict' will neyet be diſco- . 

TT E2 _ vwerd? 


'we are at caſe on the -one (ide ; we 


A Man is in greater danger than 


. in diſturbance zjit ſignifes nothing to 


wayes carries iis Tormenter- about 


+ vingh liv'd il,is a dreadful puniſhment 


cover'd? I ſay further, It is of little 
importance that men ſhould be igno- | 
zant of the Evil we have done, ſince 
we ate convine'd of it our ſelves,and 
that: God knows itz and therefore, if 


ought to tremble on the other. We 
may indeed ſ&fnetimes ſecure our 
ſelves againſt the misfortunes and 


cantiot exempt our ſelves 
rhouſand frights, nor avoid t 
ring c of great- loſſes. 


Ac: 


"RXY. 


he imagines, when he leads an 
irregular life. 3 A wicked man is ever! 


him, that all the world forgives 
him, ſince his 6wn Conſcience ſuffers 
hig:.not tobe at reſt,.and that he al- 


him. The very knowledge of his ha- 


'toa vicious perſon, XXVI, 


—— 


dangers. which threaten us , bue we | 
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Bozal Conſiderations, 77 JF 
|. XXVTI. 
| E more careful and tender of 

J your Conſcience, than- of your 
f | Reputation. You are extreamly con- 
e | cern'd to have Virtut, and yet it ſig- 
e | nifics but little, to have-4t only in the 
x | opinion_of inen” A man ought to 
d | make no other account of himſelf, 
£ | than acggrding to what he eff:ually 
a | $3. and he does not judge aright of 
» | himſelf, who does it by the charaQ-r 
which is given him by others, who 
haply have but a ſlight knowledge of 


him, 
n * | 
n | K&YLIL..4- 
r Rom the pleaſures and enjoys 
'" ments of, the Body, procecd thy: 


s| infirmities and indiſpolitions of the 
s| Mind, When the Fleſh is too much 
|-] made of, the Soul loſes its vigour z but 
it] - if a man come to make a cuſtom of 
z-| it, he will not have ſo much as the. 
it] force to attempt what at the begin» 


E 3. ning. 


78 | 
ning ſeem'd moft.ealie, and what he 
ſeriouſly defir'd, He who is addicted 
ro delights, canrot have a noble; gal- 
Jant, and couragious Soul. R 


XXVITI. 


TX 7 Hen Pleaſure exceeds its” li> 
Y V mits,it becomes a torture and 
a puniſhment, Trmay well be faid, 
That Virtue mnplies great Advanta- 
ves, ſince Vice it (If 15 forc'd to imi- 
tateit, to attain its end. Vice'ſtudies 
the perſonation of Virtuecirt keeping 
certain meaſures, and In receding, at 
leaſt in appearance, from thoſe extre- 
mities which are. alwayes accounted 
an exceſs and irregularity. 


® XXIX. " 
.Lyon loſes his fiercenc(s,and be- 
comes tractable,” the more he 
\ is flatter*d : but the Carefſes you make 
to your Body, render it more infolent 
and. obſtinate. Eat not to fatisfie 
your Appetite, but onlly to ſatisfic the 
| Hung er 


he 


| 
. 
- 


ryan than the c 


Hanger which torments Vt, Live 
not to eat, but ez*in order to the 
preſervation of yout life. Whoveats 
itttle, 1s likely to lige long. The ex- 
ceſſes of the Palate he of more to - 

* of che 


Sword: * 


#7 6% 


| Tees 5 can cauſe any thing but 
+ Y, diſguſt; and let men ſay what 
* they will of 'it;they can never make 
any advantage thereof.” - There's 'no- 
thing more- prejudicial to the Body, 
thawthe exceſſive tenderneſs and love 
which menhaye for it. We find by 

experience, That: Good cheer.and. x 
"other. Fpjoqra ents- which flatter the 
ſcnſts; weaken'the body, confume the | 
eſtate] impair heath, and condemn - | 
the over-cager purſuers thereof to in- | 
finite garcs, troubles, and inconveni- 
ences; © *®. 
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WW E may give this definition of 
Senſuality, That it is a ſweet | 


and dclightful beginning ,of-a; mol 
bitter and fatal end. ys be * 
invifb!e:to it (ef z ſo-that;hciug 
aſham'd of its oy, 146 
court's darknels; aud-hi [ 
much as may be... And yet- ha : 
which is in(: parable from on 

- more fayourable co.jt; than he I 
rity of the darkeſt night. ....}- 


Se + + > 
Man. addicted to pleaſure, dil- | 
. { F.. Fonours his. body 3 and the cx- 
CC ve care, lic takes.to humour it, be» 
.comes to him aſource. of afflicions , 
dilcont; ts, and maladies.. Who flat- 
ters his Body, careſſes-.the fleſh \, and 
gives himſelf over to pleaſure 3 'pives 
confidence to his enemy arfd arms 
him againſt himſelf. 


XXXIIL 
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XX 'X1 IT. 
= He life of an uncleati perſon, isa 
beltial life ::-That of a man who 
onely minds his mouth, may juſtly be 
compar'd to the life attributed 'to - 
Plants, which conſiſts onely in a:c01;, 


ſtant ſeeking of. that nouriſhmenc. 


which is proper for them, 
X X.X | | V. - 


P Ride is nothing. but a pompous. 


' excreſcency ob Folly : for telk 
me, I pray, Whether there can be any. 
thing more extravagant,than.for one. 


to bedefirous to enrich himfelf with . 


a. good. that- is purely accidental, th 


him ? I think I ſhould - not injure 2. 
man in calling him a Fool, if-ke ex+ 
peas to be eftcem'd above others, bes - 
cauſe he is-better clad, or has more ra-- 
rities in hiscloſet- Mens meris never- 


ought to depend. on a. gaed. Taylor, 
or an excellent Goldſmith z, but they 
are. to.be. judg'd--according to the 
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ſtandard of virtue, and gallant acti- 
Ons. 


XNXNXXY, 


ws would not excuſe him from 
utation of Folly, who, 
pri ſclf a heat, ſhorfid 'roll up 
n in a great heap of Snow. 
Now a vain fl. preſumptuous per- 
ſon is no leſs aFool 3. for,to compaſs 
his end, he makes uſe of means that 
put him more and more from it. Be- | 
cauſe he is highly conceited: of his 
own merit and virtue, he would have 
all the world of the (ame perfuaſion ; 
"not confidering, That if a man has 
all the moſt eminent quuaJifications,he 
tenders hitbſclf contemprible;as ſoon 
as be thinks of Paying: the dE ous 
over all others. py 


of ESLS. + v7. < vi, 
Ther Vices covet'to''be'in the 
dark, and to lis conceal'd 3.on? 


ly Pride: loyes the Noontlight 5and'it 
Is 


| MR Ho EP , 
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mms 


wr colitbetats, %;, 1 


15 extravagant in.this, That. ic would 
alwayes appear, as if whatever is: 1n 


the world were much below-it. And | 


yet this,of all the Vices, ſeems. to mc 
the malt.t0 bþc.ahhopr'd. | 


. "4xx x vi" 
I Don6t chiok any Sotcilhnels proba 


to that of a vain perſon, and one ' 


that has an overweeving. opinion of 
himſelf; for. whatever he inks and 
docs,.is of .no advantage toMs Rody, 
and withal extrcamly. . prejudicial to 


his Soul, A mag gains nothing in be- 


ing vait> glorious, but the general;has-- 


trad-and aycifion of other men. . ,_ .. 


YER VIIT 


"Hatcyes. we lee here below 
has Moye for what 15 like it , 


only the vainglorious perſon has leſs 


6 him, 


averlion for. another that js | 


ly the dictates of Pride, oppoſes 


. Nature ; 


et Fogfleath. it (elf. ; So' that as.re> - 
cmblance begets laygplo z man.who. 


Rd 


4 


24 Vozal Conſiderations, 

| Nature it ſelf, Pride is a lavage Beaſt, 
an Enemy to Society, and pleas'd on- 
ly in Solitude. This Vice is inſuppor- 
table in the Rich, and abſolutely abo-» 
minable'in- the Poor. | When'Pride 
faſtens it ſelf on'a;Rich mang it 'ren- 
ders him a Baol: when it has the 
maſtery of a Poor man, it deprives. 
him of ſenſe and reaſon. 


RXXXL1X. | 


WY Iam going now to ſay,is 
q ; omewhat «7 gre = 

ome advantage may e of it 
againtt the diſorders and evils which 
Pride cauſes. To wit, That this Vice 
is fo deteſtable, that being counter- 
' balanc'd. with the {in it makes us 
tind a benefit .in the'very 11g it ſelf; 
| And indeed it is ſomicgges advanta- 

gious to,an inſolentperſ0n,to 4all in- 
ro ſgmg- ugly miſcarriage,* and. ſuch 
as may 1n fome nicaſurehumble. him,” 
chat ſohe may diſengage himlelf from 
that "mortal imfſoſtume of the _ 
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' Man ſhould cndcavour to be- 

come worthy of honourable 
Employments,but not be over-earnclt. 
to ſcek them: it is more glorious to 
deſerve themi, without obtaining 
them, than to. obtain them, withoue 
deſert. *Tis a high þiece of. impu- 
dence to put in for an eminent Em- 
p!oyment with much forwardneſs, 
when a man is convinc'd of his un- 
worthineſs. to manage itz but-to 
make uſe of unjuit means to attain it, 


is the greatett infamy in the world. 


A.man who. raiſcs himſclt+by..baſe 
wayes, rather falls,tha is advanc'd.. 


XL1. 


Le 


.Od is the Author of all the good, 


that's done in the world,- and 


therefore the evil mult proceed from. 
your {cif only. What occalion'then. 
haveiyou to boaſt ſo mach? Is it of. 


ehe evil you have done ?, That ſhould. 
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produce nothing but ſhame and in-- 
famy. Is it of the good ? Conſider 
that as a thingepurely. accidental to -. 


you , and derived from another 


ſource. I would rather fee you jn an . 


irregular courſe of life, with an in- 
clination to an humble and ſincere re- 
pentance, than yertuous, with a ſclf+ 
atisfacion attended by Pride... 


SHUres 4: > ola 
A Mbition [trayes, and" miſſgs the 


way that leads to true honour, 


Men come not to this by:great Em- 
ployments, nor by »the otfier great 


- Roads; through* which Fortune” ordi- 
narily directs the Ambitious, but on-- 
ly by following. the Tracts of Virtue. . 
And thus it. happens, That, with all. 
their fair pretenlions, they get fuſther 
and farther from what they, deſire 
with, fo - much carneſineſs. How. 


ſhould 2 gian receivg from. Vice that 
which Virtue only has the diſpoſal of, 


r 


- and” which it never grants but to 


mere? © ”, XLIII. 
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RXLIII. 
B E miſiruſtful of Anger, becauſe 


it will'endeavour to make you 
approve a wickeF'reſolution, as if it 


were the beſt coutffcl in the world. I 


fay further,while it inclines you to do 


_ evil to others, it forces you to do the 


like to yout felf. How many perſons 
gould we inſtance in, who were ba- 


niſh*d becauſe they could not diflem- 
ble,” nor take a word they were of 


ended at'? 
X11 V. F 
Thx 3 norhing ſo oppoſite to- 
ood Coyn AS an angry 


hafty nas; ; Ta therefore a man: 
who is apt tobe incens*d gs, mcthinks, 
Highly oblig*d® co conſulc Prudence; 
and to ask. advice before he ſpeaks. 
Will you not acknowledge , That a 
man ſhould have very ſtrong realons, 
ere | he ſuffers his judgment to be' ta- 
ken from him *I am4criouſly of opi- 
nijon, 
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nion, That it argues as little reaſon in 


a man to ſuffer himſelf to be hurried 


away. with the impetuous eruptions 


of  Anger.,  as.to. be overcome with. 


Dizink. 4 
Po oY 
XLV. , 


'T is alwayes more ſife for a man 


to-pardon his Enemy, than: to be 


reveng'd of him, and it is done with. 


as.little difficulty, You may pazdo 


"the injury you have receiv'd, without 
being oblig'd to ſtir a foot 3. whereas: 


you muſt make many a ſtep, and run 


through a thouſand dangers, ere you 


can Catisfic your paſlion. . 


XLVE 
f\ver from aGarkaſs ' nox 
fruc gratitude from @ covetous per- 
ſon, The. plcaſing paſſion he has of 
recciving, maxes. him forget what he. 
has recerv'd,. When he's to receive, 


bim 3. 
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him; but when he is oblig*dt0 give, 
the teaſt things ſeem very conkigera» 
ble and precious to him. _ = 


XLVILI. 


| as 
Cy" ,not your Soul to Avaiices 
' unleſs you reſolve to-lead'a vexy 


rejoyce. If you hearken to that cur- 

ſd paſſion, it will: make you endute 
all the. incanveniencies-.of Poverty: in 
| the. midit 'of your gold and (ilver,and 


. | you will not ſo.much live as languith, - 


The,condition of a covetous perſon 


| is {9 unhappy, ghat the greateſt, miſe 
chief you can wiſh him, is, that he- 


ſhould live long, 


.XLVIIT. 
T Here-are many things wanting 
.., to. xich perſons, but it. may be 


* } faid, That a covetous man wants all 
. | things 3 nay, he is ſo unfortunate, 


that he wants as well what he has, as 


for 


mas 
cif ox: » | 
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atious and miſerable life, when: others 


what he has. not, and poſſibly more : 
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for he rheghves not the leaſtfatisfaQi- 
on- from' what he is poſleſs'd .of, 


whereas he may find ſomeiſweetne(s | 


in deſiring what he has not yet. He 
gaghers not the fruit of the goods 
SRexe6 he is Maſter, and 'he has, Ac 
moſt, bue the ſight and fcent”- of the 
flowers he Wiſhes,” #5777 8 0: 
+ 4 od  ToL29 
g XLI X.: os” e 
ye a valt diffcrefice bawerh 
el6n who is afraf of Pover+ | 


ty, and' bit who over-p;Monately'is s | 


defirous of ' wealth :' Men would*not 
willingly ſee the fortmer;but the other 
they avoid as much"as they can;/and 
have a dreadful averfionfor him. 'Ne- 
cellity makes. the former bold , and 
conceive direful 'defigns3 but ty 
Ficewhich is a be 4iid/infarnons py 


ſion; renders the fatter defpicable.to 
all ſorts of perſons,” becauſe he obli- 


'ges none but his Heirs, and that con- 


ay Aer, har gegen wy. 
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ls | | H E extraordinary AﬀeRion | 

Te } --Þ © which'a covetous man has for [; 

ds | the goods of this world, is as preju- : 

at | dicial to him ay a conflagration or 

ne | ſhipwrack, * For he has no . benefit of 

what he is poſſelf of, and it. would 

be the ſanie thing to him, if his trea- 
fures had been conſum'd by fixe,..or | 

en | buried in the Seq. _ Is not the Gold - 

which "ſtuffs, his Coffers as good as ab» 

5s | ſolutely loſt ts him? Methinks it may 

of | be ſaid in a'word of a covetoys per- 

er | ſon-poſſeſsd of great Treaſures, That » 

id | it is @ well-furniſh'd kind of Pos, 


e-| verty. 

1d | ] 

- or: ; LT. ' FER | 

{- .Covetous man is not beneficjal | 

tO to any one 5 he: does much hurt | _ 
a 


i- { to himſelf, he gives nothing to others;”” 
1-) and yet Mprives himſclt of all he 
could &, making himſelf the moſt 1 
unhappy of all men. In fine, he. is - 
| reduc*d 


- 


- 


CE ey 


 reduc'd to that extormity, as that he 
cannot do any good, but by ceaſing to* 
live, and then his Heirs laugh at him 
in their mourning, and diſguiſe a real | 
joy under a perſonated ſadneſs; 


LIL . 


Covetous. man never wants'| 
; "reaſon; to deny , whercas the 
truly-liberal pcrlon: ever has one to 
| Give, even when there.is nothing de- 
red of him. The former. hasinu.c- 
Y joyment'of the riches: whcr..2f. is, 1s þ 
poſſeſs'd 3 the other mak« >, ..'1 ; i0/s, 

] even when he de(poils himl<.1 co Bra- 
{ * tific his. friends. One 1s a llave-to 
| + whathe is poſſeſs'd ot, but the other, 
by a ſurprizing effc& ot liberality, is 
ſtill Maſter pf the good he hath given 
2WAay. . 
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-mand of his money, ox the mo- | 
ney muſt. be his Mafter 3 there is no. 
mean: | 


aw 


PO EEO OI rage 


Man muſt either hayg the com- | 


ie ) mean between theſe two Extremities; 
© | Riches abuſe him "who knows not 
m | how to make uſe of them as he 
al } ought. $4.4 

: LILY. 
, | T7 Nvy hath this ill quality, That it 
F | Þ 4 rejoyces at the evil and ruine of 
i | others, without Qelcallgorintamty 
0 | it ſelf ;, fothat itis notI0'much apal+ | 
&- | fion,asa diſtraction, when;as.it com- 
- | monly*happens , it defives.,its, own 
is } trouble and puniſhment, the joy . 
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andcontent of others. How unhap- 
py are they over whom this ſhameful 
paſſion is predominant ! And how 
are: they to be bemoan'd , ſince not 


| -only real Evils,but alſo whatever they 


diſcover that is.good and advantagi» 


ous in othexs, becatnes their torment? 


The Evils of this life are bat too ma» 


| ny to- make a man unhappy 3 but 


Envy % a double affliction, face, the 
bappinefs of others contributes to its 


4 torment, 
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194 E might fitly compare Envy 


to that kind of ſtone where- 


with men whet Knives : ſo Etvy is 
good only to give an cdge to' the 


Tongue, yet is 1t of ſome advantags 
for one to be blam*d and reprov*d;by 


an evil fpetker 3 and 'we commonly 
find that" they who are wholly in- 
din'd to be” DetraQors, cannot for- 
bear ſpeaking againft the molt jult 
mad yoriggas: {Ig 


LV ©: Hh 
Is better'to be the mark of En- 
. vg, thai' the objePof Flatts 
ry. - The condition';of an 'cnvipus 


. 
” 


" : 


perſon', is 7 thouſand times  worf® 


than'thar of a* maniviſited 'with"the 
Plague, Nay, ſome ſtick not to'af- 
firm, That it is better being poſſe(*d 
with the Devi], than with 1 nyy. We 
fin&indted that Envy'is ill qualifid , 


whith way ſorver we condiderit >the 
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/ VWatatCon fon. 95 
malice a ay it, 1s. mod abomina=- 
ble, and the: punifhmenc conſequent 
thexetqy/is yet more ſkxange than, is 
imagen >. | 
was 4 mn | LYIL.:.. EIN 
FE. muſt ſay further, "Thar 
-, Envy'is- a ſtrange Mons 
alia for being injuftice.ic ſelf as all 
' know: yet is it how@ber. juſtin ſome 
- mannere'! This. requires! explication, 
| There's: nothing. ſo _unjuſt-a$ Envy, 
becauſe he. who is infe&ed therewith, 
thinks himfelf hurt by the virtue of 
others. : But on the other ſ{ide;there's 
nothing maxe-juſt than, Envy,bzcaulc 
ikiFhaſtiſg-bir who, ſgarkens tots 
and, follows, it, condemning; him to 
ſach, dreadful torments as (urpals all 
1maginatioh. _,- * 


LVIIL * 
7 Here's bardly anyrdifference þe- 
:: I:i:hween a blattexer-whohumgurs 
Peogle gnd:#1Wolf ſearching "th a 
ecp. 
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to make a p 


covetous perſon knows him b:tter 


_chety 3 


ſhcepi'” He has not any / loveffar the 
ſheep, and his looking after ityis only 
of 2t. 


molt cxuel of all your. Enenies. The 


than any one. *Tis too flighta cha- 
raQer,to lay, That Flattery is a refin'd 
kind of Lying but it muſt be added, 

That it is an inffmous piece-of Treq- 
forthe wicked perſon inithe 
world thipks "it not 'much' to. ſpeak 
advantaſiouſly of others, and to. ob- 
lige them beyond his ability , when 


himſelf is cherein concern'd ; he has 
at that time all appearances of a xeal 
Friend, and: ſometi Tuf- 


ficient diſcovericn chereof 3 and y&t be 
does all- the miſchief that an ge 
is capable of doillge 


” LIX, 


T Is a common. Proverb , That a 


Lye has no feet'; but 1 think it 
be (aid alſo,” Thath Lye has 


might be 
K, wings, 


—*" 


Be therefore - 
miſtruſiful of a Flatterer , as of. the - 


" 
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| @®ozal Conſiderations, 97 | 


wings, and that the Lyar has no feet, 
We find that Lying Travels poſt, and 
ſpreads it ſeIf into ſeveral places of 
a (udden 3 whercas a Lyar 1$as cafily 
overtaken, as one who would run 
away having a Leg broken, 


+, 

Man is never more Eloquent, | 
| A than when he js in Neciſſity 3—+” 
and if ever he be likely to make uſe of || 
far-fetch*'d and extraordinary ſenten- | 
| ces, it muſt be when he finds him(clf 
I obliged to repreſent his Exigencies, 
Truth is ſtronger than all Reatons , 
and *tis ſhe, to ſpeak prop-1ly, that 
keeps up the vigour of the mind. 
And yet men are cominonly fo indi(- 
pos'd, that they cannot digett , nay, 
hardly taſte the truth, it it be not a 
9 little diſguiz'd. 


98 Dozal Conſiderations, 


LXT. | 

Ove cannot be legitimate or ra- 
tional, unleſs it hath good for 
its objec. We do amiſs therefore in 
: loving what is contrary to us, and 
what is not in a capacity to hurt us, 


but only when we place our affection - 


ON it, Muſt it not be a misfortune in 
'Love, for one to love the cauſe of his 
raisfortune ? To this rank are they 
.xequced, who love Fortune,and flight 
Virtues : 


Lx<1I1. 


THe ſerenity which the ſoul ſome- 
times 15 in, and the joy it feels, 
is the fruit, or, if you pleaſe, the juſt 


recompcnce of her love. A man 1s | 


.not only happy when he directs his 
affections towards good, but he alſo 
participates of the . qualitics of the 
thing beloved , and becomes truly 
good. The highclt point of virtue 


conhilts in loving God, and, Ict im- 
picus þ 


|. 
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' .Nor is it a le(s, to have an affection * 
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| . 
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pious and licentious perſons ſay what 
they pleaſe -of it, there is no felicit 
equal to that of being loved by God, 


 KLXIHL 


I S it not a great extravagance ,to be 
paſſionately delirous of gaods , 


which being ſought by other perſons, ' 


will cauſe you a thouſand diſquiets? 


for perſons who cannot be lov'd by 
others, without giving us much jea- 
louſie , and a 'great diſturbance of 
mind. God only has this advantage 
above all the Creatures, that we may 
love and relie on him, without any 
fear of his being taken away from us. 
*Tis an enormous Crime for one fo 
much as to doubt the conttancy of his 
friendſhip, for it is not likely he will 
evcr forget us, or toilake us hrli. 
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- 260 Poral Conſiderations, 


/ prudent in love, and.love only that | 
7! ,which you will make your ſelf wor- 


Y .ought. Do you not know that love 


LXIV. 

WW loves a thing which he | 
deſerves to loſe , becauſe he 
loves 1t, loves like a Fool, and an in- 
conſiderate perſon. Now whoever 
loves Riches, deferves to loſe them. 
! Wiſh that you be accounted wiſe and 


| thy to poſſeſs, in loving it as you 


-ts the Bird-call of love,and that to be 

| belov*d,is a very delicious bait, and 

an allvrement that can hardly be re- 

jcRed-? Now . friendſhip proceeds 
. from both: 


LX.v. 


A V4 V E are not to fear any thing | 

| but evil 3 fince therefore 

all the cv1ls of this life have only the 

appearance of. being ſuch, there is no 

occalion to fear them. The leaſt tault 

ught to make us tremble, but wel 
| ſhould 


a 5, vr TH TD OX! o 08, 


Yo2al Coiiſiverativins, xox 
ſhould not be ſtartled at labour. Sin 
15 a real evi] 3 Jabour 1s not an evi}, a3 
it 15 commonly imagined ; nay, it ts 
a real good, but not mach in requeſt 
among eff:minate and ſ{cnfual per- 
ſons: lo that though opinion be not 
fzvourable to it, it tails not however 
of: having truth of its ſide, 


 LXV1I. 

Emember, that in: the very ; 
R things you cagerly purſue,there }* | 
is More to be feared, than to be deft< 
red. For example, when you havea | 
ſtrong, inclination to ſome plcaſure;, | 
how are you not more afraid of the 
gall intermixt in it,and the difcontcnt 
which 1s inſeparable from 1t? You 
will poſſibly reſent it thcough the 
whole courſe of your life, whereas the 
ſatisfaction you have latts not a quate 
tex of an hour. 


502 Botal Conſiderations, | 


LYVAl. 
Ear and fadnc(s are not miſcall'd 
the blood of the wounded Soul. 
A man does not ſtand ſtill to look on 
the blood trickling from a wound , 


but bethinks himſelf of ſome ſudden - 


remedy, and it poſſible, of binding it 
up. When you are threatned with 
ſome unwelcome accident, loſe not 
time in examining. how heavy the 


blow will be, but rather think of the 


means to avoid it, or prepare your {clt 
tO receive It, 


EXVIIT. 


Our diſgraces and-miſeries will 

never (cem' ſo great to you , 
when you compare them with thoſe 
of others. The moſt atflicted per- 
ſons are eaſily comforted, when they 
refle& on wiiat others endure 3 and 
it 15 an all:viation of the inconvcni- 
encies of this life, that we have fel- 
jow-ſuffcrers, and no man can lay, he 
endures alone. LXIX, 


| 
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LXI1X. 


Y Hime and Fear are careful and” 
faithful enough in the preſervati- 
on of the goods of this litz. Shame 
hath great power over the ſpirit of a 
perſon of quality, and commonly 
hinders him from doing any thing 
amiſs, The Populace is mindful of 
its duty through fear. The former 
motive argues a noble Soul,and gene- 
rous Heart, The other b-trayes a 
mean ſp'ritz and thence we hind, that 
it exercilcs its power, for the molt 
part, over thoſe who are born to ſer» * 
vitudee 


L XX 
* Ear is nothing but a kind of pru-' | 
dent counſel, and a ſecret adver=, 
tiſcement, which Nature gives all men, 
that thry may ſc:cure themſelves 
apainfi the evils which may attack}. 
and ſarprize chem. Thoſe therefore 
which cannot be avoided, are not 8 
F 4; be 
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be feared, finceit is impoſſible to pre- 
vent them, Fear 1s good againſt dan- 
ger, but ſignihes nothing in Diſcaſes, 
no more than it does in the lofles 
which men may have : bat when they 
are certain of their coming,they mui 
not then be diſcouraged , nor fear 
them with a certain weakneſs 3 bur 
they ſhould rather exp: them with 
an immoveable ſtedfaſinels of mind , 
and endure them with a truly-heroick 
conſtancy. 


LXXHI 


He apprehenſion of evil, cauſes 

many times more grief, and a 
hundred times more diſquict than the 
evil it (clf when it comes. What 
unhappy accident ſocver happens , a 
man is (ſmitten with it but oncez and 
the blow bcing over, a man is free : 
whereas he who lives in continual 
fear, is ſubject to receive many. It 
therefore argues want of reaſon, to be 
alwayes in fcar ot an evil,which can- 
not laſt alwayes. LXXII. 
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= LXX-IT. 

7 ' Man that fears, is not capable ot f 
* 3 undertaking many things 3 he |! } 
y readily believes whatever is ſaid to- | 
i him. Fear checks the nobleſt projets: 
T 4} inthe Worldzand while a:man heark>- || 
C | ensto it,he never executes the rc{olu- || 
h } tions he had taken. In fine, it makes / 

> | ſuch a mutinyin mens imaginations, 


k | that they take the Mightelt luſpitions 
for manifeſt truths. - 


LXXIIL. 


n \ Man muſt not compute -the- 
: greatneſs of the danger by the 


| fear he may have of it. It is Come- 
© | times dangerous to have much confl” 


1 dence, If you-aredefirous to live ia 
; tranquillity, tear moderately,and fol- 
. low not the opinion of {ome, who: 
: Imagine to thumſclves, that to be hap- 
| pyuponearth, a man ſhould noc -bes 
« \ troubled at any thing, - 


Fo LXXIV, 
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Here is leſs prudence in hoping 


during the courſe of this life, 
Ot. 


than in fearing with wiſdom. 
evils there is a greater number and 
certainty than of goods. Difcaſcs , 


lofles, diſgraces, and. aſflictions, are ſo 
frequent,that a man hardly hears any - 


thing clſc ſpoken of,. and it-is rare to 
meet a man exempt-trom them. For 
one rich perſon, how many popr are 
there? The number ef the happy is 
very ſmall, whereas that of the miſc-. 
rablc 1s almo(} infinite. . 


LXXYV., 


Rue it 1s, Feax interprets things: - 


ill enough,yct has it this advan+ 
e, that it- never lies, It may be, 


Further aid, by way ot cxcuſe,that it 


1s a very dithcult matter to avoid fea- 
ring, when a man finds himſelf in 
danger. A man is more likely to be 
decciv'd, when he. hopes, in hy” 
ne. 


a  R Lo —Y ah. 


" Od 9 oy %sp "» W ww a= Ru wV 


T © Xo”. *F 2 


Bazal Conſiderations. x57 * 
the goods of this life are not fo ordi. 
nary,and that there are abundance of - 


| pcople perpetually in queſt of them. 


LXXVL- 

-FOt' to have any hope; is to be: 
the pooreſt of a} Mankind, For 
he:who has nothing to hope; is re= - 
duc*d to the utmoſt of all necllitics. - 
How would you havea man to be in + 
a capacity of having ſome good,when 
he- has lofi hope, which is the lift of - 

all goods ? - | 


LXXVII.- 

Aſt enjoyments do not alleviate - 

preſcne cvils 3 whereas tne evils 

a man has endur'd, hyughtn the- pre» 

{cat ſatistactions. Anexp:tcd good 

is not truly a good «vil cndur'd 

with paticnce 15 uo longcr cvil , and 

as (oon as it ceaſcs, *tis chang?d into 

plcafure,and gives the conltant bcarer 
of it much ſatisfaction. - 


LXXVYIII 
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EXXVITI. 

7 Ou will never be deceived, 
when you ſhall regulate your 
Joy and grict according to the things 
themſelves. Uſe them ſo, as not to be 
exccllivcly affi;Qed at what amounts 
toalmoſt nothingz nor to be. over- 
glad, when there is but ſmall occaſt- 
on for it, Prudence would have cer- 
tain meaſures obſerved in the liberty 
granted to our paſſions, and we mult 
not, upon the leaſt occalions that pre- 
ſent them(lves, ſuffer them to aCt to 
the full extent they may have. Take a 
little leaſure to conſider what fright- 
cns you 3 perhaps you will not fear 


it-at al}, whcn you thall have reflected: 


on it 5 at leaſt the apprehention you 
have of it will not be ſo great. Why, 
1 pray, arc you fo caſt down, and 
what 15s it that ſo much afflicts you ? 
Have the patience to examine 1t, and 
you will certainly and, that: there is 
lame, exceſs of your tide, and that 
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| the occaſion is (o trivial, that it dee 


ſerves not you ſhon!d* conceive any 
tief thereat. Your fear is not ratio» 


» na], fince all the ſufferings of this life, 


and what muſt have its period with 
time,ought not-to diſturb a man,who. 


. makes it his glory to be guided -by-the 


diGates of reaſons 


LXXIMX.- 

FT” Is not the greateſt ' miſery ' of 
man, as ſome imagine, to have 
death for his enemy, and to-be- conti=- 
nually firvgling with it daring this 
life 3 but it conlilts in this; That his 
coming into this world, is only in or- 
der to deſtroy himſelf. He is his own 
molt crucl enemy, and having ordi- 
nar1ly too great an aftetion for life, 
he becomes a ſlave toall Vices;wheres 
as if he had a ſireng apprehenhon of 
death, he would not be ſo backward, 
1B cndeavouring to become- a vertus 
ous man, and conſequently very hap« 


| py. 


LXX-X, 
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LXXAX.- 


h Hoever would free himſelf 
V from thc appreheiition of 
evil, has no more to do, than to ap- 
ply himſelf to the doing of that 
which is good, and that- continually. 
Elchew -evil, that you may have a. 
right to hope for good. -A man bene- 
fits himſelf when he obliges others. - 
Yau . do | more injury than - you 
1magine, when you mind only your 
awn concerns and interelt : if you de» | 
mean yoar felt ſo, none will be ready . 
to aflift you in a time of- nececſlity. 
It's no great commendation - to for- 
bear doing evil to any one in fſer- 
ving others, a man docs not only - 
pleaſure them,but he alſo obliges him- 
(elf Make as many Friends as poſli-: 
bly you can. . Attalws (aid, It. was a 
greater pleaſure to make Friends,than 
to.have ſuch; and I add, That it is. { 
many times more advantagious. | 


LXXXI, 


, 


| 


| 
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LXXXL 
TFT He goodnels, or integrity of the. 


Soul, which we know under the 
precious and amiable name of Inno- 
cence, implies the not committing of 
any faultz and Juſtice has for its 
mark, the not - mjuring of any body. 
Yet, to ſay truth, is nor this but one 
part of Charity 3 to make. it complete, 
we mult . add mercifylnels: thereto... 
And indeed the luſire of this, virtuz , 
which does not permit the offending 
ok any one,is admirably hcightued by 
the. noble effuſions of libexality. 


LXXXIL. 


TY love of your (elf "ought to 
be the ſtandard and, module. of 
your juſtice > by judging others by 
your felt, you cannot be deceived, in 
regard; you confider their perions, 
goods, attairs, and. concerns, as.it all 
were yuur own, *Tis a king of ia- 
juſtice, tor one to imagine, that he has 

highly 
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highly obliged a perſon, when he hath 
done him no harm, Juſtice does not 
uire any acknowledgment and I 


ſhould do il] to brag -that I had done 
a nan A kindneſs, meerly becauſe I- 


had forborn to-offend him 


O ſuſpect evil ſometimes, and to 


be miſiruſiful of it, may paſs 


for a piece of wiſdom 3 but to believe 


it without any- ground, argues light-- 


nels. There-1s prudence in the ſuſ- 


penſion of a mans judgment, and ju» 


ftice, in keeping it ſecret. Be wary 
in framing your judgment alwayes 
according, to the teltimony of the 
ſenſes 3 they may eaſily be ſurprized , 
but you ſhould be careful not to be de- 
ceived. Never theretore declare your 
thoughts haſtily upon - any matter: 
whatſocver time will infiruct you, 
and diſcover the truth ro you, that 


| you may: afterwards do the like to 


Others« -- 


LXXXIV,.. 
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LXXXHIV. 


Ulſice without Clemency , comes 
near Cruelty; and Clemency with- 
out Juſtice, is a very dangerous im- 
prudence. True it 15, we ſhould al- 
waycs align the firſt rank to Juſtice z 
but Lenity, Mcekneſs and Clemency 
ought to attend it z -nay,we ought to 
give them a greater extent, Juſtice is 
a quality ſo noble and precious, that 
it ought to be commended even when 
it is not ſupported by prudence 3 
whereas prudence, without the af- 
ſigance of juſtice, has ncither merit, 
nor luſtre. Juſtice has this advantage, 
that being alone,it is ſtill very advan- 
tagious 3 but prudence can only hurt, 
when it is not ſupported by juſtice. 
There is no venom more dangerous 
than that of Serpents ſo we receive 
greateſt harm from thoſe whoſe arms 
conli1t molt in ſubtleties and infinua- 
tIONSs 


LXXXV, 
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LYERXY. 
\ * Yo a min purſues only what 


can give him ſatisfaction, tis 


a ditFcalt matter for him to meet wich | 


what is good and benehicial. It the 
will have the ſupremacy over reaſon, 
1t will make hin: conceive ſtrange de- 
fins, ?*Tis not poſlible for him to bs 
juſt, whilc he is govern'd by ſome af- 
fccion.* Confider rot the pcrſons, 
look only on the merit 3 think it c- 
nough to examine who has the right 


of his fide,without reflcQting on your 


own power, or complying with your 
6wn particular ir.clinatiori. 


fy + ® wy & 


Is an additional degree to ones 

malice, for him to do cv1}, only 
becauſe he loves it 3 bit it 1s a very 
great progrel(s in wicxeducſs, to love 
the evil, becauſe he has done it, It 1s 
only tae part of a Fool to become 
wicked,that he may do harm to tho: 
that 
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that are ſuch 3 and it argues a clear 


loſs of judgment, for a man to re- 
nounce virtue, becauſe he has an avu- 


'ris | fion for thole who love Vice. 


LXXXVII. 

Man muſt have a great ſiock of 
A courage and reſolution,to over» 
come ſhame 3 but he comes to the 
higheſt pitch of generolity, who ſut- 
fers not himſelf to be brought down 
by neceſſity. Whoever has the courage 
to make head againſt that, acquires 
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no leſs glory than he who overcomes 


himſelf. 


LXXXVIIL 


Rue generoſity docs not conſiſt 

in the undertaking of many 
bold and difficult things, but in con- 
ltantly enduring all the evils that 
happen. There's, no. power {o abſo- 
lute upon carth, but ſometimes meets 
with rcfiſtancez but paticnce conti- 
nucs alwaycs frm and immoveable , 
and 


:16-Dozal Conſiverations, 


and nothing can be done againſt it, 


To (ay that one will not {upport {ome 


diſaſtrous accident, or-{ſome injury, is 


to (peak: like Women; and to- make | 


too viſible a diſcovery of weakneſc, 
A man ſpeaks 'otherwiſe , and ſayes 
with a g2nerous reſolution, I will not 
do ik. | 


LXEXXXIX | 

Go Reat difficulties do only animate 

ſuch as have courage 3 - the miſ- 
fortunes chat happen to them, -di(- 
cover what they are. They know not 
what-it-is to- hearken to Fear, being 
perſuaded that a generous and mag- 
nanimous Soul can triumph over all 
its enemies.» It muſt be confcls'd, 
that paticnce-is wonderfully ſtrong, 
fince ic. compaſles: all without being 
aſliſted + by any one. ? Tis: a fortreſs 
that defends it (elf, and ſtands not in 
any nced of anger, to force off ſuch as 
attack it. 


XC, 
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XC 


Ortitude and Prudence -are the 

two virtues that ſupport the |! 
magnificent Chariot wherein. Vidory |! + | 
is ſeated. A man is doubly fortifi*d, '/ 
when-he knows how to make a con- *' 
junction of. generolity and good coun- 
ſc}. _ How gallant and daring foever 
a man. may be, yet cannot he be fuc- 
ceſsful long in his enterprizes, if he 
be not reliev'd.by prudence, 


R Cl. 


| MI Ediocrity mult infallibly be ad- | 
mitted into the rank of the 
virtues, becaule it Keeps conſtantly 7_ 
the middle. The other virtues , to {; | 
be true ones, muſt, with much care ; 
and pains, (eek for that which medio» 
crity has naturally. Its name ſufhici- 
ently diſcovers, That it is a virtue 
which alwayes takes up the middle or 
mean, which all the other virtues en- 
deavour to get into, There's nothing 
- MoIC 
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more true than what Iam going: to f 
ſay, though it be ſomewhat ſurpri- 
Zing : What is call'd the-leaſt in the 
moral virtues, is what's moſt great | 
and molt excellent therein; the exceſs 
julily paſſes for a defect, and medio- 
crity is acknowledged a rare virtue. 
Moderation ſeaſons all things; with- 
out it the (weeteſt and moſt pleaſant 
become bitter and infupportable ; It 
keeps up honour, it offers pleaſures{ 
and enjoy ments that are pure and in- 
nocent, Ina word, we are tn look 
on it as the ſource. and principle of 
whatever there 1s that is good , of 
good repute, and beneficial amongſt 
incn. 


XCIL. 


tt: - A Moderate man has alwayes a 
L- | futhcicnt Eſtate.» And as the 
7 | paſlions ruine us by the exceſlive 
EXPences we are obliged to br at to 
fatishe them ſo our receflion from 


Viccs contiibates not a little to en- 
| rich 


« 


to | rich us. A man acquires much,when 


he is at no ſuperfluous expence. Mos 
deration therefore is not only a vir-- 


eat | tue, but a great treaſure alſo. Dice 


ES A 


flive 
TT to 
rom 


 ECNÞ 


and Women conſume more wealth 
than a great Conflagration z and of 
all the engagements a man may have 
in the world, I think there's none 
ſtronger, and more hard to get out 
of, than Gaming and Debauchery. 


XCTIIT. 


| Man ſhould not for any other 
| rcafon care much fur his bo- 
dy ; than that he cannot live "with- 
out it; fince thercfore you do not 
live for it, trouble not your {elf (o 
much to ſatishe it. Regulate its ac- 
commodations according to its exi- 
gencies, and not according to the f(a- 
tisfactions it craves, Men would not 


| be ſubje& to ſo many diſcaſcs, it they 


treated their bodies with leſs tender- 
nels than they dos. 
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XCIV. 


Eath is an excellent Picture 3 
D which faithfully repreſents vir-. 
tue. Let him who would learn to 
live wcll, confult the dead. True 
Philoſophy is nothing but a ſerious re- 
flection upon death : let us make uſe 
of its precepts, that we may diſcover 
the deformity of Vice, and the vanity 
of all things in the world 3 let us alto 
follow the Rules it gives us,to make a 
great progreſs, in a ſhort time,in the 

iudy and exerciſes of virtue, 


XCV. 


Ou will never better remember} 

your ſelf, than when you ſhall 
think chat ſome day you muſt dye. 
The conlideration oi death is admi- 
rab)y fruitful: for it teaches us'what 
we are now,it (hews us what we ſhall| 
be once day,and it inftructs us what we! | 
ought to do during the courſe of this 
lite» In fine, death is the moſt _ 
rule 


_ 


tale of mens lives, and it does them 
more good than they imagine to 
themlclves. | 
XCVI. 
Magine not that at. your death | 
you ſimply ceaſe to live 3 1 ſay,that | 
it is then you ceale to dye. True it 
1s, you began to live the-arſt day you |/ 
came into the world 3 but from that © 
day alſo you began to dye; you made 
but one entrance into both life and 
death : the light which enlightens 
your life, is like that of a Candle 3 
what keeps it in, conſumes it. 


XCVIL. 


Ray, tell me, what was man be- 

fore he was born? You will 
grant, he was not. Now 1 hold that 
to be the greateſt and moſt inſuppor- 
table of all nec:fiicies. And what is 
he who a liccle before was not, and 
who after he hath received being, is 
na manner nothing, and who with- 
in 


122 'Yozal Confiderations, * | 
in a ſhort time will be but a licels 
.heap of duſt -and afhes? It muſt be 
acknowledged, That all theſe things 
.conlidered in themfelves.are extreme- 
ly deſpicable z only virtue compre- 
-hends ſo. much greatneſs and excel- 
lence, that it 15 able to exalt and <n- 
noble whatever approaches it. Let us 
therefore eſteem that above all things, 
which only-can render us fo conſide- 
-rxablce | 


XCVIIL 


Here is no difference between 
living long, and ſuffering long. 
Afflictions, troubles, tcers and gricts 
.are born with us. The fe of man is 
but a long and tedious ſeries of dan- 
gers, evils, and torments 3 but man 
has ſome rcaſon to comfort himſclf , 
ſince that when he begins to live, he 
-immediately begins to approach his 
«nd, and to make ſome advancement I) 
towards dcath, | 


XCIX, 


} 


| 


| 
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Irtue receives no lefs luſtre from - 

the misfortuncs which befal 

the followers of Vice,and the puniſh- 
ment which the wicked commonly 
ſuffer, than from the ſolid enjoyments 
and f(atisfactions which good men. 
many times feel, in the excrciſe of the 
molt difficult virtues. He muſt needs 
be the moſt miſerable perſon in the 
world,who has a Soul that ſerves on« 
ly to keep his body alive,and does not 
regulate its motions. It may well be 
ſaid, this being acknowledged, That 
the Soul is to the body, but as alt to 
meat, which it "exempts from cor® *' 
ruption on!y for a time. 2 


GC. 


Irtue is but an accident to man, 
| to ſpeak asthe Philoſophers doz 
yet does that” accident preſerve his 
ſubſtance. All things wcre created 
by God for the ſervice of man,and he 
| G 2 created 
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| 1324 Wozal Conſiderations, 


, ſerving and honouring him,who hath 


our Creator. | 


created man, that he might receive 
honour and ſervice from.him,as well . 
a5'from all the reſt of the Creatures. 
"Tis virtue that renders us capable of - 


yvouchſatcd to bring us out of no- 
thing,and without it we cannot pleaſe 


\ L 


STOICAL 


MAXIMES. 


T is- not what's poſſeſſed that 
: gives {atisfaction, but what one 
loves. In like manner, the du(- 
content of- moſt men proceeds not 
from what is-wanting to them, but | 
from what they-deltire. He who de- 
ſires nothing, may be as happy as he | | 
who has all the accommodations:in # | 
the world. To be free from: all 'de--+H 
ſires, is a treaſure to be preferred be- | 
fore an Empire. How: many:things 
are there which may-be wanting to 
the greateſt Kings upon carth?wherg- 
as a man who deſires not anything, 
can never be ſaid to be jndigent,. 


126: Stoical Bartines. 


if IT. * 
Oy 1s not within the juriſdiction of 
Fortune , ſhe ' cannot, when ſhe 
pleaſes, make us a preſent of it : *tis 
a moveable bclonyging to the heart , 
*not* only-becauſe -it cannot be met 
withal elſewhere, but alſo b:cauſe 
there only it has its birth. They are 
'not the things which pleafe us that 
create our pleaſare and ſatisfaction 3: 
nor are thoſe which diſturb us ,5the 
' cauf© of our difquiet 3 we muſt on- 
' ty call our own will to an account, 
that being the right ſource from 
- which joy,plcaſure, vexation and ſad- 
"neſs proceed. | Thence it-comes, that 
-Wwhatis pleaſing to one, is extremely 
- unpleaſant toanother. *Tis not to be. 
- attributed” to the variety of things, 
« but to the diverſity of our wills, that 
- our hearts entertain ſo many affeRi- 
ons oppoſite oneto the other, 


+ 
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defires ? Would you ſpare your ſelf: 
"abundance of trouble and pains-ta- 


have no violent inclination for: any- 


| beingat any pains by the way, The | | 


 tince it is. a thing within our power... 


Stofcal Baxtmes. 127. 


I FI. 
I; an crrour common toall men; 
that they would attain felicity- 
by following. wayes which cannot 
lead them thereto. How can they 
arrive at the point of not .deliring* 
any thing, while they take the way of 


king:? Regulate your concupiſccnce, 


thing whatſoever. Whien a man de- 
fires nothing b.forchand, he is in no 
fear of being unhappy, and he comes -' 
to the end of his Journey, without 


txue. fclicity of a man upon carth, lf 
conſiſts rather in the not-poſſ;, ſon ot 
any. thing , than in. being numbred 
among the living. Let us oace jn- 
gnod earnelt renounce all our defires, ., 


as + 


| G4, 1.ys; 


' ther from fallin 


123 Stoical Barimes. 


T'V. 
He way for a man to free hiim- 
ſe]f from many troubles, cares, 


{ and vexations, is, not to fear, or de- 


fire any thing. All your unhappineſs, 
if you reflect on it,procecds only from 


you not having what you wiſh, or 
1 


aply from the hapning of ſomething 


' ro you which is not conſonant to 


your inclination. © You will have no 
diſgraccs to overcome , while your 
heart preſerves its freedom , and all 
things arc indifferent to it. | 


\'f 


He more the affection is (mo- 

ther'd in us, the more [the dif 
content abates.. A man is never fur- 
into affliction, than 
when he feels his will at liberty, and 
not bent by any ſtrong inclination. 
To make an exchange of inclnati- 


on, is the moſt eaſie and moſt certain 
way to get. out of miſery. Adjult 


your 


Stotcal Baximes, - x29 1 
| your deſires to all ſorts of emergens 
cies,and you will furmount the great». 

| eſt difficulties. without any troubles 
| Vexation israther taken'than givens: 


VI. 
TT a great art to know: how- to 
defirez unleſs a man be very- 
well vers*d in it, he cannot- live con- 
tentedly: He who'can moderate his 
deſires,is above all, and -the' whole 
world has not any thing worthy of 
him; It is an caſte matter for oneto 
find perfe& repoſe here below, and:to 
keep at adiſiance from-- him theun- 
fortunate accidents which render lite 
burthenſomy and ' inſupportable ; all 
that's to be done, is, to have an abſo- 
L late independency*to all ' creatures , 
and to be raiſed above 'ones ſelf. There 
are ſome, who; having loſt their 
ſight, and the-uſe of hands and feet , 
yet live in much content, Make not 
therefore your happinel(s: to depend 
either on the body, or: on any thing | 
ws G. 5 that. 


x30 .Stoical Barimes. 
that:ican- flatter the ſenſes. A Crip- 


nr ing athis lameneſs,when his heart 
Is! 


with thc good uſe of your will. 


gu 1x» a. great * FED to love 
{i \ without chojce and diſcern- 


\ / where he places his affection. It he 
deſire confuſtdly; and.in the grols,he 
cannot avoid being deceived 3.31id the 
ul ſucceſs which qur deſires have had, 
fills-us with ſadneſs and affliction, out 
.of which we can hardly: xecover our. 
(elves. Jf; you defire what is within 
another mMans/POWer, you run the ha- 

:zatd of getting nothing thexeby.but 
diſpleaſure 3. whezeas if -yqu wilh on- 
ly what depends on your ſelf,you will 
run no hazard of your atisfacion.. 

JI hu your: will have not 

36.51 any. 


. Pledoes not {o-much as think of re-- 


isficd.; He that can beſt be with- 
out himſelf, carcs but little for all the: 
reſi, You may. be extreamly rich. 


| ment 3 a man ſhould; be careful. 


© yn mw om > ii. 5 
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Stofcal Darimes., 132 | 

| any bent but for thoſe things which . 
| are within its juriſdiction. And what: 
| 4s there that more/abſolutcly depends 
| nit, than the detire of being a good 1 
"| man; and-of employing it felt only 
10; vertuous-and. praile:worthy actix 
ons ?”- | 
{tf 


1] An "op 
| | Parc its 1g the accomplidh-- 
ment-of- the defire 3 and there- 
| fort: you .ought-ſo to regulate yours 
"| will, as that it ſhould wiſh only: thoſe. 
things which it-can compals, without. 
giving :her.. deſires 'the treedom to - 

reach at thoſe things which are ini 

| poſſible. You: will be the happicſt of 

all men, if - you -meaſare your inclina-- 

tions, aftetions and delires, accord- 

ing to the power you have :.if yu 

: recede from this rule, you will be mai»: 

ſerable as often as you ſhall deſire any, ' 
thing. | 


OY 


132 Stoical Bartmes, 


I 


] F you can fatishe your appetite | 


with a little meat , you' will be 
thought extravagant, if: you deſire 


to cat much, to augment hunger, and. 


irritate your appetite. The caſe will 
be the ſame with you, when, though 
you can be ſatisfied in deſiring but 
few things, yet ' you inconfiderately 
Nacken the reins of your will, which 
minds not content,becaufe ſhe'is hur« 
ried away-with a monſtrous excels to 
.delire whatever is contrary- to her 
own repole. That of coricupiſcence, 
is a ſphere of a-prodigious extent. 
Our hearts - ſooner find -trarquillity 
and content” in not deſiring any 
thing, than in. making great- Ac- 
gueRs. . 1 TO4 ' 


! 
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not-hoping: any thing, has-made a.) 


which Fortune, as richas-ſhe is, is not || F 


.thing, than he ſhould receive trom | j 
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*StoicalWarimes, x35 - 
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T-E'who is come tothe point of-/ 
.--not-fearing any thing, arid of... 


molt canſiderable Acqueſt : the.peace [ 
and ſerenity-he enjoyes, is a Preſent, th 


able 40 -make! him 3 a man by-this ! y 
means:tmay become his: own- Bene=- | 
factor. He may procure to himlelt || 
more ſatisfaction, in not defiring any || if 
the conquelt of-the whole world.” Tis 
well known,there have been (ome ge- 
nerous perſons 'who have looked on 
the world" with - contempt 4 but: all 
che -pcople upon earth pallionately 
with themſelves as happy: as he who 
has given over dcliring anything in 
this world. - That is the folid content, 
and: true fclicity of our hearts, 
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134: Stoical Waximes, 


X-I. 


} F. your courage be ſo great; as that-] 


you are xclolvyed to ſuffer, bejaiſu- 
red, you will deliver your ſetf-trom a 
heavy burthen of, cares, ſince, you. will 


ſhake. off impatience, which - cavnat 


be htter:detacd, than by:;ſaying, that 


it'ts af *£were: the; thread.-which [fa- 


' ens; all evils togetherz OF x#ather : as 


the point, which opens a paſlage to 


diſgraccs and: .misfortunes: .in our. 


Souls. ,lmpatience docs not diminiſh, 

but alwayes'augmentithe evil. . | 

Fl er 
Di not a ſecond evil to that 
Which'you already endure, by 


Fl 1 affering your {clf to. be;;overcome 


with impaticnce:: Whoever dogs-not 


' ſupport his misfortune with patience, 


belides the fault he commits,jis further 
obliged to wade through a ſecond: 
trouble, much greater and more bur- 
thenſom than the former. 


F xX111, 
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StoicalVaximes, 135. 
X.IÞ1. 

En, are: exempted from, »rage 

and deſpair, when. they, pati- 
ently (uffer e evils that: happen 3 but 
they, feel a moſt undiliurbed joy,when 
they apply themſc]ves to do well. 
There ..is no: ſatisfaction <qual .to 
that which. Pragnds from A " 6999. 
op ns 


x1 V. 


Eep your heart free- and diſcn- 
IK gagcd from pafſions,. and you 
will be greater. thap Alexander y you 
will not be enilaycd to any one, 
whereas that Monarch was ſo to his 
paſſions. I would. rather be reduced: 
to the.condition of the molt wretched 
Captive, than thatany peligp ſhould. 
dominger, OVer Dee, th Toon 
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'a man to'triumph over his own heart, 
” || than to take a Cittadel by ſtorm”; 
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queſt 'only to Virtue, and” not 'to 


-other pafſion.. For there are ſome 


. defeat. 


XV. 

r Make no difficulty to prefer the 

- freedom of the heart- before the 

Empire of ' the whole world. A-men 
is not yet free,while -he is ſirughn 

with his paſlions;, and is gi 

againſt his own inclinations. He 


who obeys his paſlions, is'at the (ame. 


time a ſlave to ſeveral Tyrants. - 
XVI. 


| T'is no ſmall viqory to conquer a: 


paſſion. *Tis more glorious for 


provided he be obliged for that Con- 
Chance, and the impetuoſtty of - ſome 


Vices .that are matually-deſtrucive 
one £o- another : ſo. that to employ: 
one Vice to- chaſe away .another , is 
not fo much a victory , as a ſhameful 


XVII. 


_ 


Stoical Varimes. 137 


XVII. 


Hen two Vices are conteſting 

in our Souls, and'one has the 

victory over. the other, it cannot be 
faid that it is forced th:nce, but only 
kept in reſtraint, ſo as that upon the 


firſt occaſion 1t flies out again, and. 
{becomes more infolent than | be- 
fore. | 


XVIII. 


8p lop off "the branches of. a 


Tree, andto leave the ſtock in 
a thriving condition, is to take much 
pains to no purpoſe. Virtue is-ill 
grafted in a heart, where the root of 
Vice thrives. One paſſion does not 
deſtroy another paſſion; one Vice 
does not {ſmother.another Vice. 


.133 Stoical Barimes. 


XIX 


H:re are ſome fortorn and de- 
bauched p-r{ons , who have al 
horrour for certain Vices, not out of 


any pleaſure or ſatisfaction they find] 


in Vitue, but by rcaſon of the incli: 
nation they have to ſome other Vi- 
ces. *Tisa ſtrange unhappinc(s, ol 
conceive a ſtrong diſgatt to cvil, withs 
out loving. the good.. 


_ X Xx. | 
"Here 15 notning more ſtrange, yet 


more true, than what I am go 
ing to {zy., to wit, That the Vic: 
which moſt reſcmble Virtuc;are tho: 
| which a man ought molt carctully tc 


avoid, for th:y are. a thouland time -: 


' more _dang-rous than the reſt. A 
enemy that diſguiſes himſelf unde 
the vail of fincere Fricndſhip , 1; 
nach more to be feared, than he wh 
declares open hoſtility. We (hal 
_ doubtleſs fall into the traps of coun 
ter. 


terfeit Virtues, unleſs we cleanſe our 
Souls of all ſorts of- aft.Ctions, pallte 
ons, and deſires. 


XX 1. 


He Maſter-picce'of life confifts 

in knowing that which is good, 
and how to love it. Cares, troubles, 
and aiflitions eriter into the Soul at 
thoſe two gaps, and all our misfor- 
tune procceds either from our: not- 
judging rightly of things,or fot well 
regulating our. affections. Paſſion 
makes us eagerly defire that which: 


is evil, and ignorance hinders our . di- 


tinguiſhing between good and evil.. 


XXII ; 
|| Et us be alwayespuided byruth, 
— never by*opinion. Apprehen- 
fion and deceit commonly make evils 
appear greater than they really arc 
and were it not for thoſe two, men 
would not think any. thing over- 


burthenſom in the world. 
XXII, 


Stofcal Barfmes. 139 * 
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4 


of - 
-— i 


''another while glad, though we have 
- no occaſion toecxprels either gricf or 
joy, We ſhould rather bluſh at our 


; ON our Souls. 


; © A Pparent evils do commontly-tor- 


| tent, js not.{o much the evil that hap- 
pens, as that which we imagine muff 
©” happen. Opinion deceives and poy- 


| XXIIN. 
WW E many times rejoyce at what 


we ſhould bewail, and ſome- 
times bewail what we ſhould laugh 
at. One while we ſeem to be (ad, 


weakneſs, conſidering that ſuch .tri- 
vial things make ſo much impreſſion 


XXIV. 


"A. ment us more cruelly than the 
real; and it may be ſaid, That-what 
cauſes ſadneſs, affliction, and diſcon- 


ſons. us... 


W 
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Stotcal Wartmes, 141 ' 
RXXVe 
WE: account Wealth a good, 
and 1n that we do not judge 
rightly of itz that name is to be appro- 
priated only to the good uſe which is 
made thereof, when-we make a pru- 


dent diſpenſation of what is in it 
ſelf the occalion- of much evil. .. 


RX XVI. 


F there be any good in Riches, *tis 
| very inconfiderable z for they give 
us a great bent to evil, involving 
thoſe that are poſſeſſed thereof in a 
thouſand dreadtul dangers, and con» 
demning them to .many cares, trou- 
bles, and diſturbances : they are the 
fuel of .Concupiſcence, and. of all the 
Vices 3 they cauſe diſquiet to thoſe 
that dcetire them 3 they alſo who are 
poſſefled . of them , are in perpetual 
tear of their getting away from them: 
in fine, they who have loſt them, are 
hardly .xecoyerable- out of their. af> 
fiction, ____ xxVIL 


XXVIL. 


Overty .is the greateſt of all 
L .,goods, becauſe it does not hurt 
any bat him that avoids it, and has an 
averlion for itz whereas Riches moſt 
dangeroully hurt thoſe who over-pal- 
ſionately love them. If any one fay, 
That Poverty is cxtreamly. incommou- 
dious, we muſt anſwer him, that 
the incommodiouſneſs is not annex*d 
to Poverty, but to the perſon of him 
Who 15 Poor. 


F* a very groſs errour to. uma” 
gine, that a man is very happy, 
becauſe poſlciicd of great trealures 3 
and that mcn:thould make a greater 
account of him, than of ſuch as are 
poore. .I afhium, on the contrary; that 
he is more miſerable, than ſuch as ure þ 
not polt:fled:ofany. thing at.all 5 for 
rhe greater his Riches are, the: greater ſk 
are his Exigencies,» What: 15 wanimg 

'S +. 7,408 


oY on Ke | 
Stofcal Barimes, - 143 
0a pocr man? Nothing in a man- 
r5 heis content when he has food 
all knd rayment., whereas there are a 
rt thouſand things wanting tq a rich 
an man, co feed his Luxury, Pride, and 


olt Fanity. 

—_— 

IV, RX X1X: 

1: Ich men are reduced to great ne- 
zat ccllity, ſince whatever they de- 


Ire is wanting to them 3 whereas the 
poor man wants only what is nece(= 
ſary. A rich man has fo many exi- 
pencies as he hath paſſions and vices 


na” 
py, fsrich as may be otherwiſe, when he 
Es 3 [has need of all he is poſſeſſed of. I 


all a man rich, how miſerable ſo- 
are ever he may appear, when he ſiands 
hat not in need of all thofe things that 
are fare out of his power. Many are poor 
tor |with all their treaſures, becautc they 
ater ſknow not how to be content with 
mg little, 


atcr 


d,0.9,6 


: to feed. © A poor man minds only his” / 
ſtenance. I call a man poor, be he. 


} " 
_ 


144 Stoical Paximes, | 


- RX . 

E ko who deſire riches only in 

order to voluptuouſneſs , are 
meanly-ſpirited, and infamous 3 they 
who hope to acquire honour there» 
by, are extreamly deceived» In fine, 
they who ſeek them, .only in order to 
' the ſatisfaction of their paſſions, are 
guilty of a great fault 3 but they who 
propoſe to themſelves no other deſign 
in the acqueſt thereof,than to exempt 
themſclves from neccſlity, ought to 
remember, that the eaſieſt way to at- 


tain them, 1s to be content with few 
things. I afftrm further, That fora 
man to be clearly exempted from ne- 
cclity, all he has to do, is-to forbear 
dcliring any thing, 


| 
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XXKXPY. : 

T-Cannot deny but that health is a 

great good, yet would I have all 
acknowledge that fickneſs is not a 
very great evil. This teaches men to 
know themſelves, whereas health de- 
ceives them,by making them imagine 
they ſhall never dye. Is it any evil 
for-one to know - by experience, that 
be isa man ? How many, think you, 
are now very well, who yet are nea- 
rer death, than ſome that are given 
over: by the Phyſicians? Do we not 


for a 
n NC» 
rbcar 


$9. 


inhrm .perſons ,. live longer than 
thers-who: ſeem. to be of a moſt 
healthful conſtitution ? 


few = ſee, That ſome weak,tender,and 


RXRXUTP. 


Ife -is-a good, when it is well 
employ*d 3, Death never oughe 
be called. a .great evil, ſave onl 
hen a man has not lived well. 
Death js not a miſcarriage, but a very 
E naty- 


' Stotcal Bartmes. 145 


(0 


-natural thing. It has been a great 
misfortune to many, that they have 
lived long. He never dyes too foen, 
who has lived asa perſon of repute , 
and perſiſted in the exerciſe of Vir-" 
Luce OMEN. Pa 


RXXIII. 


A Man does not loſe his life, 
though death come ſooner than | 
LIN he expected it; for he who affirms | 
[4 that he loſes what he owes,ſcems wil-|| 
f 1h ling abſolutely te deny his debt, at 
the very time that he payes it. We 
come into the world by the portal of 
life , but upon condition that we 
ſhould go - out - of 'it 'by- that of 
death, | | Fi L1H 10 


bh. Y 


in fear of death, fince wdli 

dye daily: When a man dyes;he on 

ly ceaſes to live 3 and when he comegth 

into the world,he begins to dye. þ. 0 
| 1 


Stoical Yarimes. 147 

it |fay that we ſhall dye one day; is not a 
'7e | thing more certain than to afhrm , 
n, | that we ſhall dye every moment of our 
e » | life. Would that man paſs for a ra- 
r=" | tional perſon, who ſhould deny to do 
that once only, whieh he is continu- 
ally doing ? Fear not therefore to dye. 
If death (urprize you in the flower of 
ife, [your age, it will bury a thouſand Vi- 
aan [ces with you 3 if it delayes its coming 
rms [till old age, it will then deliver you 
v1l- [out of many infirmitics. 


il of - hy good there may be in honour 


is great or mean , anſ{werably 
ito what it is imagined. Make little 
" account of opinion 3 eſteem truth 
bove all things: Never be diſquie- 
ted at mens not-ſpeaking advantagi- 
nuckpuſly of you, eſpecially it they be 1l1- 
e walivers, and ſuch as indiffterently revile 
1c onFll ſorts of perſons. It they ſpeak 
-omeNthe truth, I think you have no reaſon 
: Too grumble ox complain ; If they do 
(ay H 2 not, 


43 Stoical Barimes, 


not, they ſuffer by it more than you 
dv do not you therefore inntate 
themzand if you are ſometimes forc'd 
to ſpeak of them, do it in civil , ho- 
nourable, and obliging terms. When 
they ſpeak ill of .you, you may ealily 
ſlight their diſcourſes, and not fo 
much as refle& on them 3 but how 
much {ſoever you may endeavour to 
content and pacifie them , you will 
never compals it. 


RXRRVYLD 
A Perſon who truly. deſerves to be 


commended, ſhould never con- 
cern himſelf at mens not doing him 
that juſticez but a man ſhould ever 
beware - defiring applauſe , when he 
conceives himſelf unworthy of it. It 
{:gnifies little to commend. a man, he 
15 not-the more virtuous for that but 
1t argues his cffectually being ſuch 
when he deſerves. the approbation of 
good people. To commend a per(o! 
who has pcither virtue nor .merit 
| amount: 
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amounts to as-much as to put a fil- 
thy ſluir2: upon him. Merit a'one, 
without Elogies, is a rare virtae, and 
of great value. _ Envy faſtens it (ft 
only-on great and noble qualities. 


XXXVHII. 

7 Our troubles will ſeem leſs bur : 
thenſome to you, if you com> _;- 

pare them-with thoſe of others. Art | 
you deſirous not torendure fo much ? | 
Suffer with patience the diſgraccs |! 
that happen to you: if your trailty - 
take their part againſt you, fortiti: 
your own With reaſon. It tnoſe 


troubles happen through your own 
fault, receive them asa thing that was 
due to you 3 if you have' not co:- 
tributed thereto, be fſatisf*d with the 
thought of your innocency,-and for- 
bear repining, le{t yeu tall-into ſome 
fault» 


XXXVU1H--. 
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XXXVIIT. 


" A Man who has loſt what he much 

eſtcemed,and has not loſt him- 
ſelf, has no great occaſion to be at- 
fAlicted 3 Riches had made him a loft 
nan, had he not loſt them. We com- 
monly call that diſgrace and misfor- 
tune, which is an excellent remedy for 
our evils; and we look on that as a 
very great loſs, which many times 15 
of great benefit to us. It may be 
{aid of a man that has loſt his Goods, 
that he is alſo loſt himſelf, We have 
known more people undone, becauſe 
they had an Eſtate, than becauſe they 
had abſolutely loſt all. *Tis the part 
of a Robber to take away what 1s an- | 
other mans 3 To ſecure ones treaſures 
with much diſquiet, is the buſineſs of | 
a covetous perſon. To beg Money , 
argues Povertyz To be afflicted at 
the want of it, argnes the condition 
of a miſerable perſon. I know too 
well, that a man thinks himſelf un- 
; toxtunate, 


thing has happened to us contrary to-+- 
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fortunate, when he finds himfelf de- 
ſpoiled of all he has, be it by what 
accident fyever 3 but I know allo,thar 
he 1s deceived , and that he has no: 
cauſe to complain, for what he looks- 
on as an inſupportable diſgrace , 1s- 
commonly. the: ſource of his bappt- 
nels. 


XXX1%.. 


EF argues little judgment 1n us, to 

; beout of humour, becauſe ſome- | 
our expectation. We ſhould not have * 
hoped to obtain that which no-body | 
had promiſed us. We are not cer- 
tain, we are not ſccared of any thing 
in this world. 'Tis the ordinary 
ſiyle , and -the moſt common and | 
moſt gencrally-received Law amongſt - | 
men, every moment almoſt for us to |] 
ſee things. which diſturb us. Which - 
way ſ{oever we turn our ſelves, we 

meet with nothing but diſgraces and 

misfortunes, which men- muſt work . 
b 4. their. 
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152  Stoical Yarimes. 
their way through, though ever {6 
unwilling to do- it. Has any one 
among us been promis'd an uninter< 
Topted happineſs, without the inter- 
mixture of any misfortune ? In the 
difgraces that have happen'd to you, 
never conhider the loſs they have 
cauns'd you, but refle& only on the 
danger you have avoided, inaſmuch 
as he who has loſt all he was poſlcſs'd 
of,has yet ſome reaſon to be — 
cd, nay, indeed to rejoyce., fince he 
was not loſt himſelf with his wealth. 


XL. 


* Ou ought not to account things 
ever the better, becauſe you 

have earneſtly defir'd them, Trouble, 
many times, 15 the fruit and reſult of 
deſire, and' a man may be happy in 
xot-obtaining all he withes. Be miſ> 
truſtful of your will z it deceives the 
underſtanding , and it commonly 
miltakes in the choice it makes of 
things. *Tis not inclination, but _ 
on 
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ſon ought to be our directreſs in al} 
ſorts of occurrences. - 


XL1l. 
V E fhould . not make any: 
great account of any thing 
in this world, fince they who are tht 
moſt upright Judges thereof, declare, 
That it is more glorious to ſliglt - 
them, through greatneſs of courage, 
than for a man to acquire them by his 
own induſtry. © 


XLIT. 

Ite, with fin, is a kind of death ++ |! 
without the pleafure attending 

ſin, *tis a tedious night with joy, 
*tis but an hours: ſpace 3 with cares 
and troubles, *tis an age 3 with hope, 
*tisa pleaſant Number: or rather a 
dream.” In tine, to ſpeak of Lite as 
we oaght to do, we ſhottld nuver 
call it by that name, ſave only when: 
it has the attendance of virtue. Lite. 
(ems yery thort to the fortunate, 
RS begs H 5. aud 


=Q 
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and of a ſtrange length to the miſe- 
table» The beſt dayes are ſooneſt 
gone, and ſlide away impercep:- 
tibly. 


XLII1T1. 


| E that can well endure , may 
_ without difhculty overcome. 
To ſuffer and overcome, relate to the 
ſame Science. Patience is an admi- 
xable Milſtrels to teach both 3 and For- 
tune, with all ker power, is obliged 
to yield to its | 


XLIV. : 

S all the other ſenſes preſuppoſe 
. that of Touching, ſo do all the 
vixtues. preſuppole patience 3 and we 
may ſay.it is an unexhauſiible ſource, 
whence all actions that have any 
thing of goodneſs in them, takes 
theix x1(Cs 


XL V» 


Stoical Barimes. 


XLV. 


V Ho deſires to find but little - 


| trouble in the labour he is 
unwillingly obligd. to go through , 
mult {eek it ot the forementioned 


Mittreſs 3 for a man more willingly. 
and readily endures an evil whereto - 


he has been already accuſtomed. Ex- 


perience does not only contribute to + 
the acqueſt of -prudence ina man,but _ 
it promotes allo his attaining of boy 


tiencce . 


XLVL. 
YAke a fancy to have but few: 
things, and you will hnd 1n the... 
miſery of others a rich treaſure for . 


your lelt.. Poverty is not a virtues , 
only the love of poverty deſeryes that. 
noble name, . _ 


XL.V Il. 
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XLVII. 


' A Man will find Poverty a moſt | 

cruel Enemy, when he has no 
affection at all for it : -for not to 
mention the inconveniences attend- 
Ing it, it opens: a gap -to many other 
dilaſtrous evils. Neceflity and ſhame 
are twoinexhauſtible ſources of evils 
and misfortunes... 


| %LYVIBL.- 

"Hough Riches conſider'd' in 
themſelves are not evil, yet are 

they alwayes very dangerous , and 

conſequently deſerve to be lighted. 

Fire is good for a hundred things,but 

not amidft a great heap of Powder. 


The fame may befaid of Riches, they 


become evil as ſoon, as the Will fixes 
it {c]t upon them, 


X, 


Stoical Baximes. 157 
XLIX, 

NOld cauſes ſtrange diforders;, 
whenit doesnot fall into good 
hands. Would: you know when it is 
good? when a man is- at adiftance 
tromic. If be who is its Maſter be 
deſirous to make any advantage of 
it, the onely way is preſently to be-rid 


of it. ' Another thing may be faid 
upon this ſubje& of Gold, is, That 


' the perſon who refuſes it, deſerves no 


leſs applauſe , than he who would 
give Its 
Wy 
6 Ky not ill ſaid of Riches, when 
ne called them Fortunek vo- 


mit : now certain it is, that what 
comes upout of the entrails with any 


_ violence, is already ſpoiled and cox- 


ruptedz whence it comes, that the 
leaſt quealy-ftomack'd cannot: look, 
on it without hoxrours-- 


+ 


Li, 


debt, 


FT matters not how. the Creditor 
|: got the money due to him, pro- 
vided he. demand. nothing of his 


Ld 


' p<rſon whom. God hath appointed to 


< 
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LE I. 

"NOnſfider all the. goods of this 
/. world as mcer Caſualties 3 No 
man: can;.brag that Fortune has any 
dependance on him. We ſhould never 
put virtue into the rank of our goods, 


unleſs we have acquired it. Never.|. 


fay, I haveJoſt ſuch a thing, for you 


have nothing but what's borrowed. 


If any of your Children dye, bewail 


him notas 1f he were loſt ; but think ] 


it enough to (ay, I have reſtored him. 
to him, to whom he belonged. Be 
chearful, xather-than afflicted, when 
all you have is taken away from you 3 
for - then you will be out of. all 


Debtor. You are not to: look on the 


xeſume 


( 
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reſume what you ought him 3 ſtand 


not to examine, whether that perſon. 
have good or bad qualities, or whes 
ther he has any averſion for you 5 15 it 
not enough for you to be afſur'd,that 
being much indebted , your Creditor 
does not demand any thing further - 


-[-from you ? 


LIIT, 


E is an abſolute Lord and Mas 
ſter, who ads and appoints 


| things according, or contrary, to his. 


inclination 5 yet can you not cxer- 
ciſe that power, but only over the 
actions which proceed from. virtue, 


| for it does not extend to the goods - 


recaiv'd from Fortune : for a man te 
perſiſt obſtinately in a defire of being 
maſter thereof, argues him to. be in a. 
diſpoſition, in a ſhort time , to bes 
come their flave 


LIV 
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LI V. 
7 a great a&t of: wifdom, 


and withal an -extraordinary 
happineſs, if you could” put : your ſelf 
into fuch a pofture-as never come to 
any diſgrace. Andyet this is in your 
power 3 all you have to do, is to turn 
the moſt difaftrous. accidents to your 
own, advantage, and deriye good 
from- evil. Let it be your conſtant 
perſuaſion, that, fin excepted, there is 
no evil but has ſomewhat of -good 
lying concealed under its bark, 


. LY: 

Am: confident you would not' be 
T rich, conditionally to be withal-a 
fave, fince that of all the goods that 
can be enjoyed in this world , there's 
none- countervails liberty. Tell me 
then, which of the ewo-liberties- you 
would rather loſe, that of the body, 
or that of the mind ? You will an- 
wer, That no. doubt the flayery > | 
ene. 


- [but muſt te}l you withal, 
y | true liberty of the heart cannot be ob- 


Stoical Barimes, 6: 
the heart isa thouſand _ worſe, 
than that of the body. I grant it 3 


That the | 


tained, otherwiſe than by a generous 
contempt of wealth. - 


| L VI. 
Emember you are a man , and 
rank whatever happens to you, 
what nature ſoever it be of, among(t 
things incident to Humanity, Pre- 
pare your felf to work your way 
through a million of diſgraces , and 
be no more ſtartled when they ſhall 
happen, than you are when you re- 
flect on the like in other men, Are 
yori dangeroally wounded in the haud 
or arm ? Others have been lam'd :as 
well as you, and that accident is at. 
molt but a diſparagement. _ 


* 36a Stoical Baximes. 


LVILI, 


Eware of deſiring every thing 
that you are pleas'd withal 3 you 
muſt look on the means as well as the 
end. There are {ome very pleaſant 
and delightful places in the' world, 
where no-body dares go, becauſe the 
way to them 1s rough and difficult, 1 
would have that which you defire 
to b: pcrfetly good yet if there be| 
a ncc<lity, for the obtaining of it, to 
do any thing that is unhandſome,and' 
that much , trouble is to be gone 
through , it is my advice , that you 
think no more of it. 


LVIIE 

$ fag: judge right]y of affliction, you 

' muſt look on it as the principle 
and beginning of a very great good, 
and not asan evil. Be not frightned 
at the appearance of it : the greatcſi 
Gyant is much leſs than a Fly , when 
he begins to be fram'd in his mothers 
womb. LIX, 
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LIX. 


N Ever comply with the ſentiment 
of the Populace, and meaſure 
not things according to the common _ 
opinion. ?*Tis a great miſtake, to in» 

fer that a man is very happy,and well 
in health, becauſe he is jocund and 
chearful : nor are you to have a con- 
ceit, that he is ſick, or in (ome dif- 


\ content, becauſe he is melancholy , 


and out of-humour. There's no- 
thing more ordinary in the uſe of- 
things,than diſguiſe and perſonation. 
Do we not daily (ce an infinite num- 
ber of perſons that are deje&ed and 
ſad in the midſt of Honours and 
Wealth, and others who make an 
open diſcovery of a frolick humour, 
though they are in extreme nece(- 
lity ? | 


' -364 Stoical Bartmes, 


L X; 
\ hg you judge of a thing, con-| 
ſider the end well You may| 
fately call a thing good , when it is 
ſuch in its end, though at firlt it ſeems 
not to beſo; and reje& as an evil 
thing what is not good in its end, 
though it has a plauſible beginning, 
According to this account,you arc not 
much to eſteem all the things of this 
world, fince they are ſo--near their, 
end, The goods of this life are lefs 
conliderable upon the ſcore of their 
maltitude, than upon that of their 
continuance. 


L X11. 
7 Odd, if we ſiritly conſider -it, 
£F conſfiſts in a&ion 3- Virtue 15 a 
goed that has no dependance on For- 
rune, and ſuch as Envy cannot faſten 
on it. Endeavour to become maſter 
of that good 3 I afſure you that you 
gay do it: yet fince no-body can give 


you 
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ou that treaſure, you muſt not envy 
thoſe that have found it. What kind- 
nels ſoever a man may have receiv'd 
from Fortune, he is not, upon that 
ſcore, ever the more happy, and his 
apparent felicity ſhould not raiſe any 
jealouſte in your Soul 3 be inclin'd ras 
ther to commiſerate him,and bemoan 
his being expos'd to the humorous 
traverſes and inſolence of Fortune. 


LXII. 

LV4 Hen you ſhall ſee a man 
extremely rich,and in good 

plight, beware of accounting him 
happy 3 ſay rather out of a ſentiment 
of compaſiion z Alas! he is not fax 
from his ruine, at leaſt he is menac'd 
with ſome great wWsfortune 3. and jf 
he live long, he muſt force ; his way 
through many, diſgraces.... A. man. is 
not the mark of all thoſe troubleſom 
accidents, when he is ina mean con» 
dition, and has but little about him. 
1 am content there ſhould be ſome 
To ot > . - 
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advantage, nay, folidity in the goods 
which may be acquir'd upon earth ; 
yet will it ſtill be truly aſhrm'd, that 
they arenot to be eſteem'd,ſfince they 
are nothing elſe but the occaſions of 
all our evils, and the ſource of all our 


diſgraces. 
= will never flight or envy a 
man, if inſtead of reflecting on 
his preſent condition, you (criouſly 
confider what he ſometime was, or 
what he may yet be. Is he now very 
xich? He ' may be poor. Is he ad- 
vanCc'd to: one of the higheſt charges | 
m the Kingdom ? It may be you will j 
find him ere jonguamongh Malefa» 
Qors in a Priſon Might him not if 
he be in neceſfity 3 for you will ftand 
in need of his tavour, when Fortune 
ſhall have zc-adyanc'd hims 


DE. 


LXIL: 
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ELxXIV, 
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L XIV. | 
at [FE you take it unkindly to be deny'd 
] what might be cafily granted toa 

of |Flatterer, you are -no better than he 3 
ux [at leaſt your complaint is not very ' 
reaſonable. Are you yet ignorant, 
that 'the things of this world are 
never beſtow'd for nothing, but,"on' 
a [the contrary, that thy are 'alwayes 
on | dearly fold, and that the Coyn that's 
ſly [moſt current amongſi men, is Flat- 
or |fcry? If you have not proffer'd it to 
zry [ay one, why do you think it much, 
:d= |that you have nothing given you T 
pes [And it you have made uſe of it as 
7111 1 well as others, why do you not endea» 
fa» | vour by a fincere repentance, ta. 
if P cleanſe your (elf of the fault you have 
nd | committed? 


0 


. Complain not that you are deny'd 


153 Stoical Baximes. 


L X.V.. 


by: bargaining, one gives,.the other 
receives ſomething 3 but 'he who 
buyes nothing, .keeps what he had. 


what is not ordinarily granted but 
to Crimes. "Content your ſelf with 
what, you were poſlſe(s*'d of before, 
and think it enough that you are not 
become wicked. © 'Tis no {mall ad- 
vantage to you, that you have pre- 
{ery'd your ſclf in fo great a cor- 
guption, and that you had been able 
to ſlight what had only the appea- 
zanceof good. _ | 


LXVI. | | 

E muſt be a Fool, who ſells him- 
ſelf to buy a garment 3 how 
then dare you deliver up your mind 
to ſatisfie your - body ? Whoever is 
diſquieted for the accommodations 
and enjoyments of the body , is al- 
ready 3 ſlaye to what he wiſhes. Tu 
aVc 


Stoical BYarimes. 169 | 
have but. your deſert, when,for having 
over-pamper'd, your Body, your Soul 
is reduc'd to a ſhameful ſlavery. 


'— *LATEL 
7 nothing more admirable, 

or more worthy the eſteem of 
all ſorts of perſons , than a generous 
Soul that reſolutely rejects applauſe, 
and is not (o injurious to that virtue, 
as to ſerve it upon the ſcore of intereſt 
or deſign. : You cannot find any thing 
greater among men , than a noble, 
generous, and tranſcendent mind, 
which wiſely deſpiſes what moſi 
others are dazled and charm'd withal. 
Now thus does he demean himſelf, 


' whoſlights Honour, and cannot en- 


dure the incenle of Flatterers. 


LXVIIT. 
5 Ke goods of this life are like 
Nettles,which,in their verdure, 
make a delightful proſpe& at- a di- 
ſtance, but ſiing their hands who 

= —"K touch 
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touch them. What we defire,or hope; 


ſeems perfectly good to us, while it is 


at a diſtance 3 but -when we have it 
in our hands, it wounds us to the 


-vcry heart. 


LXIX, 


A Fool is always deſiring, and does 


, not ſo mich as contider what 
is within his power, though ordina- 
rily it be ſomething better than what 
he pretends to. Thus {ich per{ons 
enjoy not any thing, while they are 
defirxous of all. Dctires oppoſe one 
another, and are ina cruel War , in 
order to their. mutual defiruction. 


L XX, 


T isa hard- matter to obtain that 
which many pcrſons wiſh 3 but I 
conceive it alſo as dithcult , to pres 
ſerve it after it has been obrain'd. 
The great number of Competitors 
does many times obſtruct mens com- 
paſling their defigns 3 but that of the 
Eny1ous 


mm. 
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| E nvious froubles and diſturbs a man 


in his poſſcſlion, In fine, the more 


one d:fircs a thing, the further he is 


from 1t. 


LXXL 


Ake here in few words, the cha- 
racer of a wiſe man, and the 
exact idea which may be given of 
him. He ſhould be willing to have 
a thing, without deliring it 3 Fear no- 
thing, and be in a continual ſtate of 
precaution z be contented, and avoid 
pleaſurez not love any thing but 
what is conformable to reaſon pro» 
vide for whatever is neceſſary,and yet 
never be difquicted 3 not take any di- 
vertiſement, but what's conſiſtent 
with decency not be afflicted , but 
when he has committed ſome fault; 
though he ought not to bechargeable 
with that, fince he makes it his pro» 
{ſlion to follow xeaſon inal] things. 


12 LXXKII 
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LXXI1L. 


- Good man has this advantage, 
that he thinks himſelf happy 
amidit the greateſt torments 3 and cer- 
tainly he is not deceivid. Whatever 


. cannot blemiſh his virtue, he does not 


account any evil. Sin is the only 
thing he fears : he conſtantly ſuffers 
puniſhment , he ſhuns pleaſurez he 
with a generous contempt ſurveys the 
extent of Fortune's Territories , and 
he oppoſes all her power, without any 
other relicf, than what he derives 
fron his own patience and courage. 


LXXIIT. 


E alwaycs vigilant, againſt the 
molt unwelcome and uncxpect- 
&d accidents, and. order your (elf ſo.as 
that all the misfortunes that. can hap- 
PEN, may, rather prevent your will , 
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than your judgment, The wiſett of 
all 'Mortals, do what he can, cannot 
plead an exemption from the diſgra- 
Ces 
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ces and misfortunes of this life '3 bit 
he has this more than'others; that he 
15 never (ſurprizd. Do not determine 
any thing , without this additional 


Clauſe, If ſome traverſe of F ortune d) 


not binder me. It is good not to fear 


Fortune, but it is good allo to prevent 


herz that ſo a man be not the Bute 


of her humorous counter-changes. 


LXXIV. 


T it happen that things prove not {6 
ill as: you-thought they would 
have done, though the ſucce(s be not 
fully according to your detire,yet that 
little diſgrace will give you {ome at» 
fliition. When a man docs not pro- 
miſe himſelf any tuccels, a man is the 


leſs diſcontented to tind himſelf de- 


ceiv'd-by his own dclircs. 


LX Ve 


"Hink rather on what may, than 
on what ordinarily does hap- 
pen 3 that's the true way to hve in 
L 3 much 
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much tranquillity. For as men do. 
more cheartully ſupport an evil they 
have been accuſtom'd to ;, ſo are they 
leſs ſurpriz'd at an accident, how dif- 
mal ſoever it may be, when by fore- 
ſight they have prepar'd themſelves 
for the reception of un, They who 
take a Voyage, though the weather be 
fair, and no fikelihood of danger at 
that time, will neverthelcſs provide 
the ſhip with all things necctlary to 
fave themſelves from a wrack,in caſe 
a Tempeſt ſhould riſe. Thus ought 
a prudent man to doz while good For- 
tune favours him, he prepares himtelt 
tor the entertainment of the bad. 


LXXVLI. 


_ *tis thought a kind of liberty 
\_) to obey a wiſe man, it muſt alſo 
be (aid, that ic is a kind of ſervitude 
to have the government of 1mmodeſi 
and impudent perſons. A Fool 1s 
tormented with two firavge evils 
the one, that he 15s a Fool 3 the _ 

| that. 
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that he ſupplies the want of judg-- - 
ment with il] nature. For as a dii- 
creet man does by his' good conduct 
\upply whatever cliſe is wanting to» 
him3 ſo he who wants conduct and- 
diſcretion, pieces out that want with 
the maliguancy of his mind. 


LXXVEIL 


A wiſely oblery'd, That it. 
was the property of Fools to 
be alwayes Judging of all forts of” 
things 3 to determine haſtily without” 
conſulting reaſon, not to make ule of 
preſent goods, and never to ftudy the | 
knowledge of what may make a man'+ 
happy in this world. I ſhall add to- 
the rctiection of that great perſon , 
that there is no folly like that of a 
man, who, being not ignorant in-- 
what the .good and tclicity of thhis-, 
life conlitis, yet leads a very irregular-* 
life. 
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YErfect wiſdom does not fo much 
conſiſt in diving into the higheft 
Sciences, as in framing a correſpon- 
dency in a man's defigns, words, and 
all his enterprizes. *Tis a great mark 
of wiſdom,-for a man to embrace 
only that. which is good in it (elf, in- 
ſtead of trifling away his time in diſ- 
covering the myſteries and” ſecrets of 
Nature to moderate the impetuous 
ſallies of the paſſions, inſtead of ma- 
king fruitleſs ſpeculations, and unde- 
fign'd diſcourſes; to ſtady the art of 
Selt-content, and to dche all depen- 
dance on Fortune. 


EXXIMX 


I Account that wan happy , who 
_- wants fewcr thivgs to live quiet- 
ly, and with plcaſare, than he does, 
iimply to live. To live, he ſtands in 
\ necd of fuſtenance,rayment,and ſ{cve- 
ral other things : ro live contentedly, 

it 
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it ſuffices that he have a tranſcendent 
Soul, which indifferently contcm- 
plites goo@and bad Fortune,” whic1 
eſteems only that which is to lalt 
eternally, which does her utmoſt to 
become like God, and finds her re- 
pole, joy, and felicity,in the contempt 
ſhe makes of all the goods dependent - 
on Fortunc. | 


L X %X%., 

Is more eaſie than it 15 1magin'd, 

for a inan to become matter ot 

all the world 3 'tis but to !light all, 
and make an excellent ulc of ching*. 4} 
The cxcellency of a'D-meſne is to be | 
computed by the profit iſNſuing-out -of 
it: now it 15 maniteli, that nyo man 
makes a better ule- of, and derives a |} 
preater advantage from, all the chiogs: - | 
in this world, than he, 'who,upon the... 3 
account of -virtue, deſpites theme» 
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L1 wicked men aredlaves, only. 

the' virtuous man 1s perfectly. 
free. + Can any one imagine a more 
abſolute liberty than that, which you 
enjoy , when nq-body.-can hinder you 
from living as you pleaſe your felt ?. 
A Libertine is far from, being ſo hap». 
S pyas you are, for-he.is engag'd by an 
F unhappy neceflity to obey his paſſions, 
F and to ſuffer himſelf to be ſway'd by 
the moſt infamous Vices.. The Laws 
forbid him to feek what he defires , 
and he has not. the freedom ſo much 
as to wiſh that which is good , ſince 
his being reduc'd to a ſlavery to his 
own lewd inclinations. Bat nothing 
can obſtruct his deſires and enterpri- 
- * {es, who has embrac'd the party of 
F virtue z. he wholly cleaves to that 
# which is of good. repute, and alwayes 
follows reaſon, as the rule of his acti--. 
ons and comportment,.. 


LXXXII, 
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"Here's no liberty like that of - 
man Who is accuſtom'd to wi 


only what God wills ; nothing haps 


pens to him contrary to his will, and-? 


he executes all his deſigns, notwith- - 
ſtanding the ſtrongeſt oppolitions. A-. 
man is abſolutely maſter of himſelf ,.. 
when, inſtead of making things vio= . ' 
lently comply with his humour, he-- : 
can accommodate his guſt and incli- - 


nations to-the things themſelves. Is it 


not an argument ot great liberty,that * { 
a man can ablolutely diſpoſe of him: 


(elf 2. 


LXXXIII. 
Is-a vain brag, to ſay, that you 


are a King 3 1t you be not vit- 
taous, you, area flave ; but if you arg” 7; 


{ 


Ji 


i K 


«good and jult man, you are truly a B 


King, though engag'd by your condi-' -J 

tion to wait on others. The volup--- 

tuous perſon. is not a flave. to one. : W 
Nan, 


- 
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man, but to many vices the virtu- 
ous man has an abſvlute juriſdiction 
over his own heart, and has- the pri- 
viledge to aſſume the title of King 
over all his paflions. What Yo you 
call reigning, but to be inveſted with 
a great power- not derivd from any 
other perſon? And where,think-you, 
that is to be found ? *Ask the famous 
Chryſippus, and Þe will tell you;that 
that ſoveraign authority 'is-invelicd in 
perſons endoaw*'d with perfect--wit- 
dom. 


EXXXTV, 

Atience has an admirable facalty 

in retorting injuries, and chari- 
ty hinders a man from doing them to 
any one, If your-Soul be {lo rightly 
byas'd, as not to eltecm-any thing-+in 
this world but virtuc- only, you - will 
| not be much ſenlible of attronts-- aud 
8 3njurics, and the molt diſaſtzous.-acet- 
+ dents will not thake your conſtancy, 
Qpr wall-you look-on them any longer 


as. 
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as evils. Never concern'your (elf at } 
anuther's ſpeaking evil of you 5 in : 
tine, if you are truly wiſe , you will : 
never bs alarm'd, unlefs it be when * 
you ſhall find your ſelf chargeable. » 
with Tome fault. 

| LEXNETV:- | 
MN Ake it not your- buſineſs to 


I  pleaſc all People, only endea= - 
vour to imitate thoſe who-are truly- * 


wile, and- conſummate in virtue. Do ._ 


you what is incumbent- on you , and 
let people grumble as they pleaſe. For 
my part, I think 1t a great commen- 
dation not to pleaſe the vicious ; con. | 
{der well who they are who approve . 
what you do 3 it is much better to be ÞF 
pleaſing to one ſingle perſon, provi 4 


ded he be virtuous, and knows how to F 


diſcern things. aright , thania great 1 ; 


number of peopke corrupted by vice. 


I-have kearnt this lefſon of one of the 
Oracles of Philoſophy, That a good | 
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and virtuous. man is not- abſolutely, - 


hap PY W | 
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q happy, it he be not lighted by the. 


common ſort of people. 


on  $ © 34 


- A Ccuſtom your ſelf to do well 
upon all occaſions 3 there's no- 
thing more dearly. kept up than 
elteem. Of all diſeaſes, there's none 
fa hardly curable as that of reputa- 
tion, <ſpecially when it has been al- 
ready blaſted.: Reputation is not ac- 


quir'd without happineſs . but for . | 


the preſervation of- ie, a man muſt be 
very expert, and not ſpare any troy» 
ble or care. . . 


LXXXVIIL. 
Virtuous man may be.innocent- 


perlitiing in well-doing, and a wick» 
ed man, - by. reforming his life. ' O 


happy revenge! fiace it is of very. 


great adyantage to the one, and. does 
Not huxt the others, 


LX3XVILL. 


A... ly reveng'd of his enemies, by. 
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LXXXVIIT. 


:F: what is ſaid of you be conſonant 
to Truth, entertain . it as an ad- 
vertilement of great importance. If . 


' it bea falſhood, never be troubled at 


it, and affure your (elf, that Calumny. - * 


' will but augment your Reputation, It 


' will alwayes bea glory to you, that 
| yqur enemy was forc'd to. make uſe of 
 detraction and impoſiure , as having 


not found any thing he could juſtly . 
blame in your demeanour. and con- 
dud. 


LXXXIK 


G14: not with your enemy, by -ta= - 
king too much to heart the things 

he publiſhes againſt you 3 for he ſayes 

them only to make yau angryzand it 
is not his delign to make you a bets - 
ter man,by diſcovering his animoſity. - 
againti you 3 but all his pretence is 
only to moleſi and diſturb you. Be 
thexetore reveng'd of him, lince it is- + 
IN, 


- -a$4 Stoical Barimes. 
* 1nyourpower to do ſo; aud to fru- 
ſtrate him of his expecation, corre& 
your own miſcarriages , be not-in= 
cens'd at him, and flight his inju- 
ries." 
| XC. 
LY! J Hen you (ce things are paſt all 
remedy,endeavour as to your 
part to redreſs them as much as you 
can, in moderating your diſcontent 
by the contempt of the very thing 
which occaſlion'd-'it, or-by a ſerious 


refleion on the damage whiclr may 
attend a violent atfliction. If the 


evil be remedilefs, beware of deſpair :#{: 


the malice of men may reduce us to? 
very great extremities, out of which 
there may be no hopes of recovery 
but 'cis we our {elves only are capable 
of deprivingour paſſions of the reme- 
dics which: are proper for them... 
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| X'Cl: 


AW does it ſelf more hurt than 
is imagin'd, for it deprives it 
ſelf of reaſon and ſound apprehenſi- 
on, when it ſtands in greatett need of 
them. You will grant me,that there 
is a neceſſity of much penetration and 
judgment, to get ones {elf out of a 
great danger,as well as to be exempt= 
cd from Folly : tell me then, I pray, 


whether we can poſlibly conceive a 


greater danger,or a- more remarkable 
extravagance, than for a man to run 
the hazard of loſing his life, to fati(< 


Mic his rcvenge. 
. 


XCIlh 


Hen you have troubled and 
turmoy['d your {elf long to 

pitch upon a time fit tor revenge, and 
yet mcet with great obſtacles to your 
dcelign, what have you gain'd but 
much diſcontent, exaſperation , and 


deſpight ? It may be tarther added, 


that 


| 235 Stoical Barimes, 


that you have given your enemy. z 
fair occaſion to be reveng'd of you 3 
fo that the ſame thing becomes your 
puniſhmcnt, and your revenge. 


XCIIE 


A Re you reduc'd to Poverty? You 
| ought to take comfort, becauſe 
you ſhall live in ſafety 3 whereas they 
who are Rich, have alwaycs occaſion 
to tremble,finding themſelves expos'd 
to-a thouſand” dreadtul occurrences; 
'T'was wcll enough that you had the 
one in exchange for the other 3 but 
your lot is yet the better,fince Pover- 


ty, and the other miſcries and incon-J 


veniences of this life, fignitie alot 
nothing, in compariſon ot the dif- 
altrous misfortunes which perpetual- 
ly threaten the Rich. 


XCLV. 

Id your {elf as ſoon as you can 

: of thoſe kinds of things,whic 
being preſerv'd with, too much tens 
| derneſs, 


t 
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2a 
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dernefs, are 3s if they were loſt. Gold 
is like a malignant humour , that 
ſhon!d be ſuddenly dry'd upand con- 
ſam*d, to prevent approaching death. 
They are guilty of a ſtrange unfaith- 
fulne(s in point of ſtewardfhip to» 
wards God,who do not employ their 
ſuperfluous goods in the relicf of the 
poor and miſerable. Know,that what 
is ſuperfluous belongs to them, and 
that God has not entruſted you with 
it, but to relieve them in their exigen» 
CIES. 


XCV. 


| F Know not whether there be any 


Folly equal to that of a man, 
who, dclirous to. eſtabliſh him(elf in 
a perfect independency , and not to 
be (ubjeR to any-body, thinks it the 
right way to attain that end , to be- 
come a ſlave to wealth. One man 
may, without any infamy, obcy 'ano= 
ther man 3 but it muſt ever be igno- 
minicus, for a man to be a Captive to 
a metal. RXCVI, 


Stoical Bartmes, 187 


'- 288 Stoical Barimes, 


SCVI. 4 

- A Mhbitious men, who would have 
a ſovereignty over others, ne- 
ver mind that they are ſlaves to their 
own paſſions, and that they obey I 
know not how many Vices. Whoever 
thinks to relie on Fortune , will not 
go very far under ſo weak a protecdi- 
on it would be more honourable , 
and more tor his advantage, to take 
Vartue tor his Conductreſs.. A virtu» 
ous man cannot avoid being a happy 
man 3 and he will alwayes be in great 
authority, while he keeps an abſolute 
ſupremacy over his heart and his pal- 
lions, 


| X-C V-1 I. 

A Man ought not to fear the pow- 
A erfulne(s and infolence of For- 
tune, when he 1s but in a mean con- 
dition. ?*Tis better for him not to 
be” expos'd to ſo many dangers, than 
to have much ſuperfluity. We could 
1altance 
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inftance in abundance of perſons,who 
receive exceſſive favours from Fore 
/e | tune 3 and yct, how . profuſe loever 
-. | ſhe may be, it is not in her power to/ 
ir | fatisfic a man who defires more than 
x | is requiſite, He who will mil-ſpend 
ex | his money, has not any in bank, 'Tis 
ot | 4 vaſt charge to nuxle up, and keep a 
Tl VICE» 
hi. XCVIIL 
ors \7 Ou vainly flatter your ſelf with 
py the conceit of being a virtuous 
-at | man, meerly becauſe you have en- 
ite | dur d contempt. You have at moſt 
a. | but equalled ,yaur patience to that 
of an ambitious perſon , who makes 
no dithculty to overcome a Thous 
{and diſgraces to compals his ends 
w-| Do you expect to be commended, 
*0x-| Þecaulſe your Virtue is very much 
ts like the Vice of anather ? Alas ! what 
- to Meanneſs of ſpirit 'muſt it needs ar- 
hanl g4c naman, not to be willing to 
»uld} endurc more, in ordes to the oþtain- 
ance ing 
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ing of an eternal reward, than the 


followers of the world tor the ac- 
queſt of Honours and Tranfitory 
Goods ? 


t KCix. 
T is much better not to be ſubject 


to Difcontent, than fo receive 
much Conſolation. All the joyes in 
the world cannot take one grey hair 
out of our heads 3 but there necds on- 
ly ſome diſturbances of mind, and a 
little mclancho]y, co make us hoary 
before our time. That man muſt 
have a great ſtock of recolle&ion and 
wiſdom, who is never troubled at any 
thing, and can live contentedly in a 
general privation ot thoſe pleaſures 
and cnjoyments, which molt pcople 
do over-carneſtly covet. 


C. 


ME complain and repine in bad 
Fortune, and they are inſolcnt 


and inſupportable in good Fortune. 
There's 


_— 
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There's no condition but is {ubjc& to 
ſome V ice, fave only thar which imij- 
tates Virtue, keeping conlizntly the 
middle, and carctuliy declining trom 
all the extremes. You fcc thcn, that 
it 15not fo dithcult, as '115 commonly 
imagin'd, to acquire Virtue 3 all that 
a man has. to do, is to ſupport bad 
Forcune without Repining , and to 
live in Proſperity without Arro- 


